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Charley recovery: High school stu-

dents got up well before dawn to re-

sume classes Monday for the first time

since Hurricane Charley tore through

Port Charlotte, Fla., 17 days ago, sharing

their building with crosstown rivals whose
school fared worse.

Free breakfast was offered to all takers at
Port Charlotte High School, where students
were squeezed into an early schedule to
allow the visiting Charlotte High School stu-
dents to get going early in the afternoon.

Church abuse: Lawyers for hundreds of
alleged victims of sexual abuse by Roman
Catholic priests estimate that their clients’
claims could cost the Archdiocese of Los An-
geles more than $1.5 billion, the largest
amount ever paid out by a diocese, accord-
ing to court documents.

Attorney Raymond P. Boucher said the
amount is based on verdicts and settlements
in clergy abuse cases nationwide and is con-
sistent with secret estimates of local claims
done by a Los Angeles judge earlier this
year, the Los Angeles Times reported Sun-
day.

Economic indicator: After taking a rest in
June, the nation’s consumers were full of en-
ergy last month, boosting their spending by
0.8 percent, a hopeful sign the economy
may be emerging from a summer funk.

The over-the-month increase in consum-
er spending, reported by the Commerce De-
partment on Monday, marked a turnaround
from the 0.2 percent decline registered in
June, when high energy prices and a slug-
gish job market made for more cautious buy-
ers.

Elizabeth Smart kidnapping: The two peo-
ple evaluating the man charged with Kidnap-
ping Elizabeth Smart have never spoken
with him, and the judge
in the case has said
they disagree on nearly
every aspect of his psy-
chology.

A hearing to deter-
mine whether Brian
David Mitchell is com-
petent to stand trial
was scheduled to start
Tuesday and last three
days, but it could take
much longer to deter-
mine whether Mitchell
is competent, or able to aid in his defense.
The two court-appointed experts “are not
close to being in agreement,” Judge Judith
Atherton has said in Salt Lake City.

World

U.N. deadline for Sudan: Sudan, awaiting
word on whether it will be sanctioned by the
international community, hopes for a “rea-
sonable decision” from the U.N. Security
Council, the foreign minister said Monday,
the U.N.-imposed deadline for quelling vio-
lence in its western Darfur provinces.

Mustafa Osman Ismail’s remarks came as
a U.S. State Department official made a first-
hand American assessment of conditions
for thousands of people displaced by fight-
ing between Sudanese and rebel forces and
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Living with flood waters: Residents wade through flood waters that continue to inundate the
low-lying town of Calumpit, Philippines, in Bulacan province north of Manila on Monday.
The floods, brought about by heavy monsoon rains last week, affected about 1.3 million
people in metropolitan Manila and the main Philippine island of Luzon, with the death toll

climbing to at least 35 Monday.

by attacks from Arab militiamen known as
Janajaweed.

The visit by Constance Berry Newman, as-
sistant secretary of state for African affairs,
follows tours by U.N. teams who report
Tuesday to Secretary-General Kofi Annan
on whether the government is doing all it
can to rein in the Janjaweed.

Gaza Strip settlements: Israeli Prime
Minster Ariel Sharon wants all 21 Jewish
settlements in the Gaza Strip evacuated at
the same time, instead of in three stages, of-
ficials said Monday, reflecting a major shift
in position.

On Monday, Sharon and Defense Minis-
ter Shaul Mofaz presented the new plan to
the Security Cabinet, a forum of senior min-
isters, setting off a heated debate.

Charges in attempted coup: Two South
Africans acquitted by a Zimbabwe court of
weapons charges related to an alleged coup
plot in Equatorial Guinea were charged
Monday with violating their country’s
anti-mercenary laws.

Separately, the Justice Ministry said Mon-
day South Africa is considering a request by
Equatorial Guinea to question Mark Thatch-
er, son of former British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher, about his alleged in-
volvement in the foiled coup plot in the
oil-rich west African nation.

A total of 88 men are now in custody in
South Africa, Equatorial Guinea and Zimba-
bwe in connection with the plot allegedly
foiled in March.

Bangladesh protest: A general strike to
protest a recent grenade attack that killed
20 people at an opposition political rally
brought Bangladesh to a near standstill
Monday.

Shops and schools were closed and most
traffic halted across the country during the

dawn-to-dusk strike called by opposition
Awami League activists. It was the fourth
strike in a week.

Jewish center attack: French police de-
tained a man Monday believed to be respon-
sible for a recent arson attack on a Jewish
community center in Paris, judicial officials
said.

The suspect did not appear to have been
motivated by anti-Semitism, the officials
said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

Serbia-Montenegro’s U.N. bid: Roma-
nian President Ion Iliescu on Monday
voiced support for Serbia-Montenegro’s de-
sire to join the European Union, saying it
would stabilize the volatile Balkan region.

Romania is seeking to join the EU in 2007.

War on terrorism

Afghan torture hearing: A hearing for
three Americans charged with torturing Af-
ghans on a private anti-terror mission was
postponed on Monday for 10 days at the de-
fendants’ request after they brought in
American lawyers.

Jonathan Idema, Edward Caraballo and
Brent Bennett, who are also charged with
kidnapping and holding Afghans in a make-
shift jail, were due in court Monday for
what had been expected to be the decisive
hearing.

Pakistan defends terror record: Pakistan
on Monday claimed it had the best record in
the international war on terrorism, and re-
jected allegations that Taliban rebels were
finding sanctuary on its soil.

“Our effort has been second to none in
terms of results. Nobody’s record matches
ours,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Masood
Khan told a news conference.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

Messdages of Support

As the day screams out to you with a naise

of disaster And the night seems to settle into
the silence that only awaits the shadows unknewn;
the shadows that you anly know and the noise you
anly know. Just remember, acknowledge, that
there are as many of us , as there are of you, that

support you for being
braver than me. | am
thete by your side, watching, waiting to help you
along, Look for me in what you ate fighting for,
Look for me, Tam freedom. You are giving us all

the Freedom ta go on. GOD BLESS YOU ALL. A

Southern LADY

TTUST WANT TO THANK ALL THE MEN

AND WOMEN FOR ALL THEIR DOING
TO PROT
FREEDOM. GOD BLESS EACH ¢
EVERYONEQF YOU., KAY MILLER
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Al-Sadr urges
followers to
stop fighting

By KIM HOUSEGO
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Rebel Shiite
cleric Mugtada al-Sadr called on
his followers across Iraq on Mon-
day to end their uprising against
U.S. and Iragi forces while he con-
siders forming a political move-
ment, senior al-Sadr officials said
Monday.

If al-Sadr follows through, and
he has backed away from other
commitments in the past, it could
signal a major victory for the gov-
ernment of interim Prime Minis-
ter Ayad Allawi, removing a
thorn in its side and potentially
bringing many of the poor Shiites
that follow al-Sadr into the politi-
cal process.

The announcement came as
Traq’s vital oil exports ground to a
halt Monday following a rash of
pipeline attacks, costing the coun-
try tens of millions of dollars a
day in desperately needed recon-
struction revenue, oil officials
and a regional governor sai

Sheik Ali Smeisim, a political
adviser to al-Sadr, announced the
cease-fire call in the holy city of
Najaf, calling on militants to “stop
firing until the announcement of
the political program adopted by
the Sadrist movement.”

In addition, he called for U.S.
and Iraqi troops to pull out of the
center of Iraqi cities, though that
did not appear to be a condition
for the unilateral cease-fire.

Asked if the cease-fire will take ef-
fect lmmedldtely, Smeisim said:
“I hop

mercely opposed to a contin-
ued U.S. presence in Iraq, al-Sadr
had dealt the biggest challenge
yet to Allawi’s two-month-old gov-
ernment — which he has de-
nounced as an American puppet
— leading a three-week uprising
in the holy city of Najaf that
ended with a peace deal last
week.

The Najaf violence, however,
had spread to other Shiite commu-
nities in Iraq, and al-Sadr’s aides
and Iraqi government officials
met in Baghdad on Monday to try
to negotiate an end to the violence
that has wracked the slum of Sadr
City.

The government has repeated-
ly called on al-Sadr to disband his
militia and join politics; Al-Sadr
had refused. His aides made no
mention Monday of whether he
‘would dissolve the militia, but for
the first time said he was prepar-
ing to enter politics.

“This latest initiative shows
that we want stability and securi-
ty in this country by ending all
confrontation in all parts of Iraq,”
said Sheik Raed al-Khadami,
al-Sadr’s spokesman in Baghdad.
“Al-Sadr’s office in Najaf will
issue a call within the next two
days to join the political process.”

Such a move would help bring
legitimacy to elections scheduled
for January, though the govern-
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A worker does routine maintenance on an oil pipeline near Basra, Irag,
on Monday. According to a senior oil official, oil exports from southern
Iraq, which account for nearly 90 percent of total exports, have ground
to a complete halt because of insurgent attacks on pipelines.

ment is still trying to cope with a
16-month-old Sunni insurgency.
In an interview Monday with
Al-Arabiya television, Iraq’s na-
tional security adviser, Mouwaf-
faq al-Rubaie, reiterated that
al-Sadr must disband his militia.
“Building democracy in Iraq
can not happen while armed mili-
tias exist in Iraq,” he said.
Al-Sadr visited the Imam Ali
Shrine in Najaf for the first time
since his militia left the holy site
Friday after using it as a refuge

during the fighting, according to
the office of Grand Ayatollah Ali
al-Sistani, Iraq’s top Shiite cleric,
who now holds the keys to the
site.

Also Monday, the U.S. military
announced that a roadside bomb
attack on a U.S. military convoy
just outside Mosul, 225 miles
northwest of Baghdad, killed one
U.S. soldier and wounded two oth-
ers.

Meanwhile, officials said Mon-
day that oil exports from the
south — which account for 90 per-

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Friday, 968 U.S. ser-
vicemembers have died since
the beginning of military oper-
ations in Iraq in March 2003,
according to the Defense De-
partment. Of those, 724 died as
a result of hostile action and
244 died of nonhostile causes.

The British military has re-
ported 64 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, 11; Poland, 10; Bulgar-
ia, six; Ukraine, six; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; and Den-
mark, El Salvador, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia and the Neth-
erlands” have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 830 U.S.
troops have died — 615 as a re-
sult of hostile action and 215 of
nonhostile causes, according
to the military’s numbers Fri-
day. The department did not
provide an update on Sunday.

W The latest deaths reported
by U.S. Central Command or
family members: A soldier
was killed in Iraq when his
fuel truck hit a land mine.

M The latest identifications
reported by the military: No
identifications reported.

cent of Iraq’s exports — had
stopped completely.

Two senior officials from the
state-run South Oil Co. said on the
condition of anonymity that at-
tacks in the southern Rumeila oil
fields Sunday immediately shut
down the Zubayr 1 pumping sta-
tion, forcing officials to use re-
serves from storage tanks to keep
exports flowing for several hours.
The reserves ran out late Sunday,
they said.

Basra Gov. Hassan al-Rashid,
when asked to confirm whether
oil exports had halted, said: “Yes,
they are stopped.”

Associated Press Writer Abbas Fayadh
contributed to this report from Basra.

Convicted GI testifies
against Pfe. England

BY ESTES THOMPSON
The Associated Press

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — A sol-
dier already convicted in the Abu
Ghraib prison abuse scandal testi-
fied Monday that fellow Army re-
servist Pfc. Lynndie England was
a willing participant in creating
the “human pyramid” of naked
Iraqi detainees shown in infa-
‘mous photographs from Iraq.

Pvt. Jeremy C. Sivits testified
at a hearing in England’s case
that he helped escort one detain-
ee into the Baghdad prison one
night in December 2003. He said
a sergeant who was in charge or-
dered England and another sol-
dier to stop “stomping on the fin-
gers and toes” of a detainee.

After that sergeant left, Sivits
testified, he watched as Spc.
Charles Graner Jr. and others
stacked seven naked detainees,
‘who had bags over their heads, in

the human pyramid and photo-
graphed them.

The photos included shots of
England, 21, smiling and pointing
at one detainee’s genitals and pos-
ing behind the pyramid.

“Corporal Graner seemed like
he was enjoying it,” said Sivits, of
the Maryland-based 372nd Mili-
tary Police Company. He testified
that England was “having a good

SlVllS pleaded guilty in the scan-
erving a year in prison.
He tesufled by telephone Monday
from the brig at Camp Lejeune.
England is one of seven mem-
bers of the 372nd charged in the
scandal. Graner has been por-
trayed as the group’s ringleader.
Staff Sgt. Ivan “Chip” Frederick
II announced last week that he
would plead guilty to some of the
charges against him.
The hearing, whth began earli-
er this month, is to determine

Army Pfc. Lynndie En;
her car Monday in a driving
Fort Bragg, N.C., upon arriving at
her Article 32 hearing on charges
of abusing Iraqi detainees at the
Abu Ghraib prison.

whether England, a personnel
clerk from Fort Ashby, W.Va,
should face a court-martial on 13
counts of abusing detainees and six
counts stemming from possession
of sexually explicit photos not in-
volving detainees. If convicted, she
could get up to 38 years in prison.

Defense mum on tactic
for accused info-sharer

BY MELANTHIA MITCHELL
The Associated Press

SEATTLE — The defense for
Spc. Ryan Anderson faces a
black-and-white challenge: The
tank crewman is shown on video-
tape willingly sharing military in-
formation with federal undercov-
er agents he believed to be
al-Qaida members.

Anderson, 27, was set to begin
his court-martial Monday on
charges he tried to help the terror-
ist group. The trial at Fort Lewis,
south of Seattle, was expected to
last five days.

Anderson pleaded innocent
Aug. 9 to five counts of trying to
provide the al-Qaida terrorist net-
work with information about U.S.
troop strength and tactics, as well
as methods for killing American
soldiers.

Anderson, a member of the

Washington National Guard’s
81st Armor Brigade now in Iraq,
faces life in prison without pa-
role. A conviction requires agree-
ment by two-thirds of a panel of
commissioned officers.
Anderson,
a  Muslim
convert, has
requested
that his gen-
eral
court-mar-
tial be heard
by commis-
sioned offic-
rather
than a judge
or a mixed
panel of offic-
ers and enlisted sa)ldlers
Specifics of the case have been
guarded, with Anderson’s attor-
ney, Maj. Joseph Morse, and mili-
tary prosecutor, Maj. Chris
Jenks, refusing to comment.

Anderson
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Forget the human enemy.
Humvee gunners in Najaf
face something just as bad:

A web of wires

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

NAJAF, Iraq
sk Humvee gunner Spc.
Tim Collins of the 3rd
Battalion, 153rd Infan-
try Regiment of the Ar-
kansas National Guard about
what worried him most about
fighting in Najaf, and the answer
is surprising.
wasn’t
enemy fire, but

Their platoon was attached to
Company C before the Najaf

fight.

“I believe that's what got [one
soldier] last night,” Collins said to
Ingram. “One guy in the 2-7 Cav
got electrocuted but he didn't
die.

The soldier Collins referred to
received cuts and bruises to his
chin from either low-hanging
wire or a piece of rebar that had
flown up from the
street.

Many of the

e ectnes &k dround here [the  Nars, of e
i R dow-hanging R oo
its ey vady  Clectrical wires o, whete &b
said the  qnd steel rebar]  place, hang low
27-year-old from above the street,
Pocahontas, Atk are pretty bad.  having been
“It'll either pul . strus by -
yououtordecapi- 12’1 either pull dent:glapp}i,ngriistlo
‘tate you.” ; the main lines.
He and his driv- you out or When 27 Cay

er, Spc. Jimmy In-
gram, 32, of Im-
boden, Ark.,
spent more than
two weeks racing
through Najaf's
sometimes  nar-
row and always
debris-strewn
streets, deliver-
ing personnel, supplies or provid-
ing supporting fire for Company
C, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Reg-
iment, all the while dodging
low-hanging wires and rebar, the
steel reinforcement bars used in
construction.

decapitate you.9¥
Humvee gunner

Spc. Tim Collins

of the 3rd Battalion, 153rd
Infantry Regiment of the
Arkansas National Guard

arrived in Najaf,
hundreds of wires
hung along the
length of every
street, like giant
black spider
webs.

Realizing  the
danger, soldiers
took steps to mini-
mize it.

“We sent the tanks through
first,” said Capt. Peter Glass, com-
mander of Company C, 3rd Battal-
ion, 8th Cavalry Regiment. His
unit was attached to 2-7 Cav for
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A soldier looks down a Najaf street through a thick web of electrical wires. The wires are a threat to Humvee
gunners, as is rebar sticking out from damaged buildings or those which had been under construction before
the fighting started. Rebar also has lodged in the tracks of tanks and Bradleys during the fight.

the Najaf fighting.

The tanks have a .50-caliber
‘machine gun mounted highest on
its turret, and when they came
back from a mission “the .50 cal
looked like a mummy,” said Capt.
Jason Toepfer, commander of
Company C, 2-7 Cav. “We had a
couple of guys helping them [re-
move wire]. They were taking off
hundreds of feet of wire.”

Even after dozens of runs down
Najaf's streets by dozens of vehi-
cles, dangling wires remained a
problem. Gunfire would cause a
new batch of broken wires, which
would drop straight down or loop
down across the street.

Drivers, Collins said, needed to
be an extra set of eyes for the gun-
ner to warn him of the danger.

“Jimmy’s really good at yelling
‘Wire, drop!” ” Collins said of In-

A Company C, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment soldi

watches for the enemy as other company mem-

bers unload food from two Humvees at their forward position in Najaf. Gunners for the Humvees have to
worry about enemy fire and low-hanging wires and rebar, such as that sticking up from the construction site

in back, during these missions.

Humvee gunner Spc. Tim Collins, left, passes on a radio message to
Spe. Jimmy Ingram before a resupply mission for soldiers of Company
C, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment. Collins said that the gunner
and driver need to work together as a team to keep the vehicle out of
danger and the gunner out of low hanging wires and rebar. Collins and
Ingram are assigned to the Arkansas Army National Guard'’s 3rd Battal-
ion, 153rd Infantry Regiment. Their platoon was attached to 2-7 Cav

for the Najaf fighting.

gram. “He’s always telling me
something.”

The placement of the turret,
which is determined by the vehi-
cle’s position in the group or by
enemy action, may put them at a
disadvantage for the wires.

“You've gotta have your turret
forward,” said Ingram. “[The
wire] just gets on the [M]240 [ma-
chine gun], and it's bolted in, so it
just rips it out. If the turret is fac-
ing to the right or left of the truck,
it'll do a number on the turret.”

“In the daytime you can see it,
but nighttime is rough on us,”
said Staff Sgt. David Specking of
the 3-153rd.

“Even if you can see it with
night vision [goggles] you can't
judge the distan

Whether day or mghl, whenev-
er the gunner is facing backward
on an armored Humvee, he can’t

ee anything coming at him. A
metal shield protects the soldier’s
back from fire or wire, but even if
the shield catches the wire
there’s a possibility of injury.

“Alot of times it'll break on the
shield back, but it'll come around
and hit you in the face or chest,”
Collins said.

One cable broke that way on
him. “It slapped me upside the
face and left a welt,” he said.

Rebar, Collins worried, would
do worse than leave a welt.

“Rebar will go right through
you,” Collins said.

And rebar, Company C soldiers
say, is everywhere. “My area of
responsibility was ... in a con-
struction area,” Glass said.

“A lot of the buildings that
were blown up have rebar hang-
ing down or sticking out from the
concrete,” Specking said.

Piles of the inch-thick rebar
also sat on the ground, waiting to
be pulled into the tracks of a pass-
ing tank or Bradley fighting vehi-
cle. This sometimes puts the Bra-
dleys out of action for a while.

“We had to call a welder a cou-
ple of times to get it out,” Glass
said.

E-mail Jason Chudy at:
chudyi@mailestripes.osd.mil
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France won’t repeal ban on head scarves

Officials refuse demands of militants holding 2 French journali

BY JOCELYN GECKER
The Associated Press

PARIS — France vowed Monday to press ahead
with a controversial law banning Islamic head
scarves in schools, despite demands by militants
holding two French journalists hostage in Iraq that
Paris revoke the legislation.

Government spokesman Jean-Francois Cope told
Canal Plus television France would not compromise
its values to win the release of the journalists, Chris-
tian Chesnot and Georges Malbrunot. Militants
claiming to hold them demanded the law be over-
turned within 48 hours — a deadline that was to ex-
plre late Monday.

he law will be applied,”
Cupe said, rejecting the mili-
tants’ warning.

"The head scarflaw goes into ef-
fect when school resumes on
Wednesday. It forbids public ||
school _students from wearing |

“conspicuous” religious apparel.
Jewish skullcaps and large Chris-
tian crosses will also be banned,
but the true target of the law is
the head scarves — seen by au-
thorities as a sign of rising Mus-
lim fundamentalism in France.

French Foreign Minister Mich-
el Barnier arrived in Cairo on a mission to help win
the journalists’ release.

He said his country respects all religions and
human rights and noted that Muslim leaders in
France also had called for the journalists’ release.

“I call for their release ... for all these reasons, and
especially because the respect for human life is sa-
cred,” Barnier told reporters at the French Embas-
sy in Cairo. Barnier said French officials were going
to Baghdad to help the embassy there handle the sit-
uation. Asked whether he would go, he said: “Noth-
ing is excluded.”

Barnier did not directly address the militants’ de-

Barnier

mand but said: “This ultimatum is incomprehensi-
ble, given the reality of French society.”

Chesnot and Malbrunot were last heard from on
Aug. 19, just before heading from Baghdad to the
southern city of Najaf. Chesnot works for Radio
France- Intematlonale and Radio France and Mal-
brunot for RTL radio and the dailies Le Figaro and
Ouest-Francc

"The abduction shook the notion that France’s oppo-
sition to the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq gave some safety
to French citizens amid the rash of kidnappings in
Iraq. Some Iragi militants have previously spared
French passport holders — even freeing one man in
April after he was able to prove his citizenship by
showing his knowledge of French geography.

The demand to end the head scarf ban was the
first time hostage-takers sought to reverse a nation’s
domestic law.

Insurgents in Iraq have kidnapped dozens of peo-
ple, but until know their demands have focused on
pushing nations’ troop or companies out of Irag.

Iraqi interim e Minister Ayad Allawi said the
hostage crisis showed France cannot escape terror-

sts.

“France will not be spared — no more than Italy,
Spain, or Egypt,” Allawi said in an interview pub-
lished Monday in Le Monde newspaper. “Govern-
ments that decide to remain on the defensive will be
the next targets of terrorist. ... Avoiding confronta-
tion is not a response.”

French President Jacques Chirac vowed Sunday
to spare no effort to secure the reporters’ freedom
and dispatched Barnier to the Middle East.

Chirac appealed on Sunday to the kidnappers, im-
plicitly reminding them that France opposed the
U.S.-led invasion of Irag.

The European Union also appealed for the report-
ers’ liberty.

Their kidnapping means “not only freedom of ex-
pression is again at stake, but also the values of toler-
ance and respect for others to which all Europeans
are profoundly attached,” said Javier Solana, the
EU’s top foreign policy official.

LT
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An Iragi woman walks Monday past a mural on the blast wall that
surrounds the French Embassy in Baghdad. France vowed to press
ahead with a law banning Islamic head scarves in schools, despite
demands by militants holding two French journalists hostage in Iraq.

Making ‘to serve and protect’ the motto of the Iraqi police

BY L1SA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — “To serve and
protect” is the motto of police de-
partments across the United
States. Most police officers take
the position as a moral duty, not
justa job.

But in the 30 years Saddam
Hussein was in power, things
were different for Iraqi police.
They had the financial outlook of
many American waiters: Salary
was minimal; the real money was
in tips.

Up to now, Iragis seeking po-
lice assistance have been going to
the Americans with their com-
plaints, according to a translator
for the 1st Cavalry Division. “We
tell them to go to the Iraqi police,”
he said, “and they say, ‘We do, but
they won’t help us, and ask us for
money.””

Capt. Reggie Kornegay, 33,
who grew up on the streets of Har-
lem, N.Y.,is not j about

the Iraqi police’s former operat-
ing techniques. He said he under-
stands why police working under
Saddam did what they did.

“If the police were corrupt, it
was because the entire system
was corrupt,” said Kornegay, a ci-

Iraqi Police Leaders and

“You don’t blame individual of-

Capt. Reggie Kornegay, a civil affairs officer with the 478th Civil Affairs Battalion who is attached to the 1st
Battalion, Sth Cavalry Regiment in Baghdad, goes over last-minute preparations for the inaugural class of the

moral, ethical and professional
characteristics of a police depart-
ment,” said Kornegay, who has
been assigned to training Iraqi po-
lice. “Anyone will tell you it’s not
there.

“Hell, the [Iraqi pollce] leaders
will tell you it’s not

That's why Sunday mommg at
Forward Operating Base Head-
hunter, 20 Iraqi police patrol and
section leaders sat in a makeshift
classroom, listening to trainers ex-
plain the curriculum for the new
five-day Iraqi Police Leaders Op-
erational Assistance and Develop-
ment Course.

The sessions will emphasize
community policing, ethics and
professional standards of behav-
ior.

The original six trainers for the
course are Kornegay, two Iraqi in-
terpreters along with Spc. Sean
Martin, Sgt. Melvin Slagle and
Staff Sgt. Kelsey Groff, all mem-
bers of Company C, 1st Battalion,
153rd Infantry, of the Arkansas
National Guard.

Kornegay hopes that what the
staff is trying to teach the Iragis
will make a big difference to the
police force — and to Iraq as a

LisA BURGESS/Stars and Stripes

present” for a force,

Course with i

Nora Issam. L

“When the Iraqi police can ef-

inthe of tactical po-

vilian police officer for seven
years and now a civil affairs offic-
er with the 478th Civil Affairs Bat-
talion. He is currently attached to
the 1st Battalion, 9th Cavalry Reg-
iment in Baghdad.

ficers if the leadershlp did not i
still” the service ethic, he said.

But in order to “establish the
true legitimacy” of the Iragi po-
lice force, that has to change, he
said. And now, “all the tools are

he said.

The coalition has invested mil-
lions of dollars in the new force.
In the past year, thousands of
Iragi police officers have under-
gone coalition-sponsored training

lice work. Most have weapons
and uniforms, and most police sta-
tions have been rebuilt to provide
protection against attack.

But something basic is still
missing: “We need to instill the

fectively operate and protect the
community, we will see a drastic
change in the sentiments of the
people,” Kornegay said. “Profes-
sional policing saves lives.”

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:
burgessl@stripes.osd.mil
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Garmisch resort taking R&R reservations

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

The Armed Forces Recreation
Center’s Edelweiss Lodge and Re-
sort in the Bavarian Alps has
begun taking reservations from
troops who will be returning from
downrange or are on rest and re-
cuperation leave.

“Rooms are reserved on a
first-come, first-serve basis,” said
Richard LeBrun, Edelweiss’ gen-
eral manager, in a press release.
“However, [we] will make sure to
accommodate any servicemem-
ber and family wishing to partici-
pate in the Operation R&R Pro-

For information and reservations on rest and recu-
peration packages, call civilian (+49) (0)8821-72981 or
DSN 440-2575.

E-mails can be sent to

vacation@afrc.garmisch.army.mil. Put “R&R pack-

age

in the subject line. The resort’s Web site is

www.edelweisslodgeandresort.com

gram, a program only for those on
R&R or block leave with their
unit.”

The new resort is in Garmisch
at the foot of the Zugspitze, the
tallest peak in Germany, and is
about a five-hour drive from

Frankfurt.

Edelweiss’ grand opening is
scheduled for Sept. 15. Ski season
opens the last weekend in Novem-
ber.

The two-night packages for
troops and civilians on R&R cost

$90 for single occupancy and
$120 for two people in a room, in-
cluding breakfast and dinner. Ad-
ditional nights cost $45 and $60,
respectively, per night.

Children 12 and younger can
stay and eat for free, and the
charge is $18 for youths ages 13
to17.

Additional  nights
booked at the same rate.

The resort is also open to De-
partment of Defense civilian em-
ployees and retirees.

The 330-room hotel will in-
clude three restaurants, game
rooms, parking garage and indoor
pool. The visitors also can use the

can be

PLEASE CONTACT US OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT

WWW.REPUBLICANSABROAD.ORG

TO FIND OUT HOW.

You can contact us toll-free at 1-866-839-2688, fax to 202-608-1431,

or E-mail us at vote2oo4@republicansabroad.org.

nine-hole golf course and camp-
ground.

Edelweiss, which was named
for a flower native to the region,
was built using a $58 million loan
taken out by the U.S. military. It
consolidates former hotel opera-
tions in Garmisch and Chiemsee
that were run by AFRC Europe.

As things are set now, all the sol-
diers of the Wiirzburg-based 1st
Infantry Division who were de-
ployed to Iraq will be eligible for
two weeks of rest and recupera-
tion in the coming months, accord-
ing to Lt. Col. Chris Kolenda, the
division’s rear detachment com-
mander.

“Some of the people will want
to travel, some will want to stay
home and some will want to go
back home to the States,” Kolen-
da said. “My advice to them is to
just enjoy the time.”

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Freed
Turkish
hostages
back home

BY JAMES C. HELICKE
The Associated Press

ISTANBUL, Turkey — Two
Turkish engineers taken hostage
in neighboring Iraq returned to
Turkey on Monday, a day after
being freed by Iraqi militants,
Turkish television reported.

The release of Ali Daskin and
Abdullah  Ozdemir came only
days after the men’s employers
announced they were pulling out
of Iraq to save the men’s lives.

The men crossed from Iraq into
Turkey at the southeastern
Habur border point, reports said.

The engineers were kidnapped
from a construction site in Iraq.

In a video broadcast Wednes-
day on two Turkish television sta-
tions, the militants said they
would kill the men if their compa-
nies did not leave within three
days.

Hours later, the two men’s com-
panies announced that they were
withdrawing their staff from
Iraq.

The men’s companies, Usluel
and SA-RA, leading Turkish ener-
gy companies, were contracted
by the Iragi Energy Ministry to
upgrade the country’s power
erid.

In the video, Daskin and
Ozdemir were seen kneeling in
front of two armed insurgents,
holding up their Turkish pass-
ports. Daskin said Islamic fight-
ers had captured them.

Al-Qaida linked militants loyal
to Abu Musab al-Zarqawi recent-
ly shot dead another Turkish hos-
tage, Murat Yuce, who worked
for another Turkish company.

Several other Turks are be-
lieved to still be held as hostages
in Iraq.
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Russia’s
choice wins
Chechnya
presidency

BY MIKE ECKEL

The Associated Press

GROZNY, Russia — The Rus-
sian government’s choice to lead
warring Chechnya easily won a
presidential election held in the
wake of last week’s terrorist de-
struction of two airliners, election
officials said Monday. The opposi-
tion charged that voting was taint-
ed by fraud.

Alu Alkhanov, the region’s top
police official, replaces Krem-
lin-backed president Akhmad

adyrov, who was assassinated
in a bomb attack in May.

Alkhanov received nearly 74
percent of the vote in Sunday’s
balloting, Chechen elections com-
mission head Abdul-Kerim Arsa-
khanov said.

Other candidates complained
of widespread violations in a vote
that was shadowed by violence,
including a man who blew him-
self up near a polling station in
the Chechen capital Grozny.

Alkhanov also had received
widespread coverage on local tele-
vision and radio, while the six
other candidates were seen little.

Worries about terrorism were
stoked by the crashes of the Rus-
sian airliners five days before the
election; officials said traces of ex-
plosives were found in the wreck-
age, and there are suspicions two

hechen women conducted the
suicide attacks.

Kremlin-favored candidate Alu
Alkhanov, who won the presiden-
tial election in warring Chechnya,
speaks to the media in the Chech-
en capital of Grozny on Monday.

Candidate Abdullah Bugayev
said he had formally complained
to election officials after seeing
several vmlam)ns. including an
Alkhanov campaign worker who
ordered people to vote for him at

NATO authorities detain

suspect

U.S. tells citizens
in Afghanistan to
exercise caution

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Investi-
gators probing a deadly car bomb-
ing in the Afghan capital ques-
tioned a man detained at the
Kabul airport with traces of explo-
sives on his hands, officials said
Monday, while U.S. authorities
warned all Americans in the capi-
tal to be i

‘ °iq‘|i|illmll

Kabul blast

i
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apolling station. A r
of Movsur Khamidov, another
candidate, said he found ballot
boxes at a polling place stuffed
shortly after the station opened.

The election was part of the
Kremlin’s strategy try to under-
mine support for separatist
rebels who have been fighting
Russian forces for nearly five
years by inducing a sense of civil
order in the republic.

An election last October based
on that strategy brought Kadyrov
to power, but he was killed in a
bomb blast in Grozny, the Chech-
en capital, in May. Fighting, vio-
lent crime and abductions have
continued unabated.

BY MISHA SAVIC
The Associated Press

BELGRADE,  Serbia-Mon-
tenegro — Kosovo’s new U.N.
administrator met Monday with
top Serbian officials over key
general elections in the trou-
bled, UN.-run province, where
an embittered and dwindling

has

U.N. Kosovo head
meets on elections

Belgrade has no authority over
Kosovo, it maintains some influ-
ence over Kosovo Serbs.

Jessen-Petersen declined to
immediately disclose if he
asked officials in Belgrade to
try to persuade the Kosovo
Serbs to take part in the prov-
ince’s general elections set for
Oct. 23.

Serb
to boycott the vote.

But UN. Jeff Bie-
ley said that “Mr. Jessen-Peters-
en has stated that

Soren J Pett of Den-
mark, who became head of the
U.N. Kosovo mission earlier this
month, met with Foreign Minis-
ter Vuk Draskovic, President
Boris Tadic and Prime Minister
Vojislav Kostunica.

“Ineed and I want to have an
open, direct dialogue with the
Belgrade (leadership), to make
sure that I am aware ... of their
concerns” while running the
UN. mission in Kosovo, Jes-
sen-Petersen said after meeting
Tadic.

Referring to scattered ethni-
cally motivated violence against
Serbs in Kosovo, the top U.N. of-
ficial said his priority was to
‘make “Kosovo secure for every-
body living there.”

Although the government in

staying out of the democratic
process would damage the inter-
ests of the Serb community.”

In the few elections held in
Kosovo so far, Serbs took part
only reluctantly, arguing that
their situation was deteriorating
regardless of their cooperation.

An escalation of anti-Serb vio-
lence in March left 19 people
dead and several thousand
Serbs homeless. Up to 200,000
Serbs fled in the aftermath of
the 1998-1999 Kosovo war.

“We want to see Kosovo as a
respectful member of the re-
gion,” the U.N. official said. “I
am very pleased with the first
meeting” with the Serbian lead-
ership since becoming the sixth
chief administrator of the U.N.
mission established in 1999.

Taliban rebels claimed respon-
sibility for Sunday’s blast at a
U.S. security firm, but officials
said they are not ruling out any
suspects, including al-Qaida. Hos-
pital officials said 10 people were
killed, including three Ameri-
cans.

NATO troops grew suspicious
of a man on the grounds of the
Kabul airport on Sunday, spokes-
man Lt Cmdr. Ken Mackillop
said. After finding explosives on
his hands, NATO turned the man
over to Afghan authorities on
Monday. The man was not identi-
fied.

“There is a suspicion against
him, but for now there is no link
or proof that he was involved in
yesterday’s attack,” Interior Min-
istry  spokesman  Latfullah
Mashal said. The Taliban claimed
responsibility for the blast at the
office of Dyncorp Inc., which pro-
vides bodyguards for Afghan
President Hamid Karzai and
works for the American govern-
ment in Iraq.

<downtown Kabul,
officials said.

Security officials have issued
repeated warnings in recent
weeks that militants could step
up attacks to disrupt the coun-
try’s landmark Oct. 9 presidential
election.

On Monday, the U.S. Embassy
e-mailed Americans in Kabul to
tell them to limit their move-
ments, take strict security mea-
sures and avoid “potential target
areas” such as government offic-
es, military bases and upscale res-
taurants frequented primarily by
foreigners.

UN. staff were also urged to
stay off the streets.

Mullah Hakim Latifi, a man
who claims to speak for the Tali-
ban, said the Islamic radical
group carried out the attack with
a time bomb in a car. He warned
that more attacks would follow.

urity fire
ing 10 people and leaving the hulldmg in flames,

“We appeal to civilians to stay
away from the elections and plac-
es where the Americans and coali-
tion are living and working,” Lati-
fi told The Associated Press by
telephone from an undisclosed lo-
cation. “They are our priority tar-
gets.”

His claim could not be verified
independently, and Mackillop
said investigators, including the
FBI and Interpol, had closed off
no line of inquiry.

There were conflicting reports
of the number killed in the attack,
but hospitals said they were hold-
ing 10 bodies, making it the dead-
liest violence in Kabul since a car
bomb killed 30 Afghans and
wounded 150 on Sept. 5, 2002.
Associated press writers Amir Shah in

Kabul a rKhan
Cantibuted vo this repore

Porn film crew captures
foiled robbery on camera

The Associated Press

SLO, Norway — Police fired
shots and foiled an armed robbery
of a cash transport in downtown
Oslo early Monday, as the dramat-
ic showdown was captured on
video by a crew filming a porno-
graphic movie nearby.

At least three robbers, their
faces covered by ski masks, threat-
ened the unarmed guards of a cash
transport vehicle at about 1:30 a.m.
Passers-by saw the robbery at-
tempt and alerted police.

Hans Halvorsen, head of the
Oslo police crime unit, said normal-
ly unarmed police were issued
weapons, and reached the scene in
time to catch the robbers in the
act.

“The robbers were arrested with
a significant amount of cash,” he

said at a news conference. “We
can’t say how much yet, but it was
alot.”

Halvorsen confirmed that police
fired at the fleeing robbers.

The robbery took place at Aker
Brygge, an upscale shopping cen-
ter and apartment complex on the
Oslo waterfront. A film crew was
making a porn movie in one of the
apartments, and heard shouting.

“We heard a lot of noise outside,
and went to check. I saw a guard
collapsing onto the ground, and a
guy running,” porn star Thomas
“Rocco” Hansen said on national
radio.

He said one film crew member
grabbed a camera and recorded
the rest of the action and the ar-
rests. The tape, which lasts about
an hour, was turned over to the po-
lice.

Oldest German dies

STUTTGART, Germany
— Germany’s oldest person
died in her sleep early Mon-
day at age 111, according to
her nursing home.

Lina Zimmer, one of six

children, was born in 1892
when Kaiser Wilhelm IT
ruled  Germany  and
horse-drawn carriages still
rode down the main street
of her hometown of Stutt-
gart.
The former dressmaker
married Richard Zimmer, a
graphic artist, in 1915 and
spent 60 years with him be-
fore his death in 1975.

She celebrated her 111th
birthday on Nov. 20 sur-
rounded by family.

Zimmer once shared her
secret for a long life: “Liv-
ing sensibly, not getting ex-
cited and being content.”

From The Associated Press
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Bush: Even if unwinnable, terror must be fought

BY DEB RIECHMANN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush says
staying the course in the war on terror will
make the world safer for future genera-
tions, though he acknowledges an all-out
victory against terrorism may not be possi-
ble.

In an interview on NBC-TV’s “Today”
show broadcast to coincide with Monday’s
start of the Republican National Conven-
tion in New York, Bush said retreating
from the war on terror “would be a disas-
ter for your children.”

Says U.S. must stay course to make world safer

“You cannot show weakness in this
world today because the enemy will ex-
ploit that weakness,” he said. “It will embo-
1den them and make the world a more dan-
gerous place.”

When asked “Can we win?” the war on
terror, Bush said, “I don’t think you can
win it. But I think you can create condi-
tions so that the — those who use terror as
a tool are — less acceptable in parts of the
world.”

White House spokesman Scott McClel-
lan sought to clarify Bush’s statement, say-
ing the president was speaking about win-
ning the war “in the conventional sense.”

“I don’t think you can expect that there
will ever be a formal surrender or a treaty
signed like we have in wars past,” he said.

“That’s what he was talking about. It re-
quires a generational commitment to win
this war on terrorism.”

Nonetheless, Democratic vice presiden-
tial candidate John Edwards seized on the
comment.

“After months of listening to the Republi-
cans base their campaign on their singular

ability to win the war on terror, the presi-
dent now says we can’t win the war on ter-
rorism,” the North Carolina senator said.
“This is no time to declare defeat.”

Before leaving for a campaign swing
through New Hampshire and Michigan,
Bush practiced the speech he’ll deliver to
the convention Thursday night when he ac-
cepts the GOP nomination for a second
term.

Mayor Rudolph Giulia
is surrounded by the
media Monday during
the first day of the Re-
publican

National Convention

in New York.

AP

GOP ratlfles platform, portrays
president as strong war leader

BY DAVID EspPo
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Republican Na-
tional Convention delegates rati-
fied President Bush’s unflinching-
ly conservative re-election plat-
form Monday, then settled in for
aday of political oratory extolling
him as a leader for all Americans
in an age of terrorism.

John

cans says the country is headed in
the wrong direction. At the same
time, the president receives high
marks from the public for his deci-
siveness and leadership. And re-
cent attacks by an outside group
of veterans on Kerry’s decorated
Vietnam War record have coincid-
ed with polls suggesting increased
‘momentum for the president.
Democrals call the attacks a Re-

Ken'y is “weak on war and wrong
on taxes,” said House Speaker
Dennis Hastert.

The delegates met at Madison
Square Garden, four miles from
the scarred landscape where the
World Trade Center twin towers
once stood. Officials mustered a
security force of in the

., fi d smear cam-

The platform, crafted to Bush’s
specifications, lauded his re-
sponse to the terrorist attacks.
“The president’s most solemn
duty is to protect our country.
George W. Bush has kept that
charge,” it smd

area around the hall, part of an ef-
fort to thwart any attempt at a re-
peat attack. A helicopter circled
the skies over the arena, while po-
lice barricades made an
18-square-block surrounding the
area off-limits to most vehicles.
Inside the hall, Vice President
Dick Cheney and his wife Lynne
were ushered to their seats in
time to hear his name placed in
nomination for another term.
“Four more years” the delegates

shouted in unison.

Cheney speaks Wednesday
night, followed by Bush’s
prime-time  acceptance speech

Thursday, an appearance that
marks the end of the convention
season and the beginning of the
fall campaign for the White House.

Polls show Bush in a tough race
for re-election, and Kerry has
been helped by surveys in which
at least a strong plurality of Ameri-

anew
era,” it also endorsed additional
tax relief and major changes to
Social Security allowing individu-
als to use a portion of their pay-
roll taxes to establish personal re-
tirement accounts.

The platform also calls for con-
stitutional amendments to ban
gay marriages and abortions, and
upholds the administration’s poli-
cy limiting federal funding for
embryonic stem cell research to
lines in existence as of three
years ago.

The evening oratory was
pitched at a different audience.

Sen. John McCain and Rudolph
Giuliani had the featured speak-
ing slots. The Arizona senator has
strong appeal among indepen-
dents and the former New York
City mayor was widely praised
for his actions in the wake of the
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

Their appearances at the podi-

um were part of a larger conven-
tion-week effort by Republicans
to broaden Bush’s appeal beyond
his conservative base. Both
McCain and Giuliani oppose the
constitutional amendment ban-
ning gay marriage.

New Yorkers were under per-
sistent prodding to “play nice”
with Republicans who showed up
in large numbers in their over-
whelmingly Democratic city.

Not everyone was so inclined.

Some delegates said anti-Bush
protesters greeted them with an
upraised middle finger. “Inconve-
nient Republican Convention
Sale” read a handwritten sign in
one small store a few blocks from
the arena.
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Edwards accuses Bush
of failed leadership in war

BY AARON BEARD
The Associated Press

WILMINGTON, N.C. — Vice
presidential candidate John Ed-
wards gave a sweeping denuncia-
tion of the Bush administration’s
foreign policy Monday, accusing
the president of a “failure of lead-
ership” as the Republican Nation-
al Convention opened in New
York City.

Speaking at the University of
North Carolina at Wilmington, Ed-
wards cited the Abu Ghraib pris-
on abuse in Iraq as an example
and contended that the “climate
for the terrible abuses was set be-
cause this administration sent
our troops into battle without a
plan to win the peace.”

Edwards sought to counter Re-
publicans, including Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney, who plan dur-
ing the GOP convention to empha-
slze that Bush is the kind of

“strong and steadfast” leader the
country needs to continue the
war against terrorists.

In an interview last week with
The New York Times, Bush said
he made a “miscalculation of
what the conditions would be”
after U.S. troops went to Iraq.

“The president called it a mis-
calculation,” Edwards said. “You
can call it anything you want, but

the truth is, it was a failure of lead-
ership.’

Other mistakes, according to
Edwards, include going to war
without strong allies, waiting for
three years after the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks to reform intelli-
gence operations, turning its back
on Afghanistan, failing to listen to
the 9/11 commission, and stand-
ing by while North Korea and
Iran advanced their nuclear
weapons programs.

“But I don’t need to tell you or
the American people about all
that's gone wrong. in the las( four
years,” he said. * ow.”

Edwards said a Kerry adminis-
tration would create a “Nuclear
Whistleblower  Initiative”  in
which the United States would
give asylum and protection to any
scientist in a foreign country —
particularly Iran and North
Korea — who discloses an illicit
weapons program.

Steve Schmidt, a Bush cam-
paign spokesman, called Ed-
wards’ claims “a series of base-
less attacks from a Democratic
ticket that’s far Dulslde the main-
stream on these issues.”

Schmidt said the accusations
weren’t credible because they
came from a team that has advo-
cated for a more “sensitive” war
on terror and has claimed the war
created more terrorists.
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Israeli official
met with DOD
Spy suspect

BY KARIN LAUB
The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — A senior Is-
raeli diplomat in Washington
has met with a Pentagon ana-
lyst being investigated by the
FBI on suspicion he passed
classified information to Isra-
el, Israeli officials confirmed
Monday.

However, Israeli officials re-
iterated Monday that Israel
does not have a spy at the Pen-
tagon. Israeli Foreign Minister
Silvan Shalom said meetings
between Israeli embassy em-
ployees and U.S. government
officials are commonplace,
and that the two governments
routinely share secrets.

“Israel and the
States have intimate tie:
the information being ex-
changed is much more classi-
fied than any conversation that
may have taken place,” Sha-
lom told a news conference.

U.S. officials say the FBI in-
vestigation  focuses  on
Lawrence A. Franklin, an ana-
lyst of Iranian affairs who
works in a Pentagon policy of-
fice headed by Douglas J.
Feith, the undersecretary for
policy. Feith has been accused
by Democrats of seeking to ma-
nipulate intelligence to help
make the case for going to war
in Iraq. Congressional investi-
gations have found no evi-
dence of that.

The Israeli diplomat was
identified as Naor Gilon, head
of the political department at
the Israeli Embassy in Wash-
ington, and a specialist on
Iran’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram. Shalom did not mention
Gilon by name, but when
asked about contacts between
Gilon and Franklin did not
deny they had taken place.

The Israeli daily Maariv on
Monday quoted Gilon as say-
ing that he did nothing wrong.

“My hands are clean. I have
nothing to hide,” he said. “I
acted according to the regula-
tions.”

Newsweek, citing U.S. intelli-
gence officials, said that Frank-
lin on one occasion allegedly
tried to hand over a classified
U.S. policy document on Iran,
but that the Israeli diplomat re-
fused to take it.

Maariv quoted Israeli sourc-
es as saying that Gilon did not
take documents from Frank-
lin, but had frequent meetings
with him.

United
nd
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CIA fights against drive to place
paramilitaries under DOD control

Wants operations to remain separate
despite 9/11 commission suggestion

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Opening a
rare window into a secret world,
the CIA and the Pentagon are pub-
licly fighting a proposal to central-
ize under Defense Department
control the U.S. covert paramili-
tary operations used increasingly
in recent years in Afghanistan
and elsewhere.

‘The commission that investigat-
ed the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks rec-
ommended the change, but CIA
and defense leaders insist they
are not convinced of the need.
They say CIA paramilitaries and
military special operations forces
each have distinct capabilities
but work well together.

sides, they say, there are
some lhmgs that only the CIA can
do.

“I'would not accept that recom-
mendation,” acting Director of
Central Intelligence John
McLaughlin testified to senators
recently. “I think we have a per-
fect marriage now of CIA and mil-
itary capahllmes CIA brings to
the mix agility and speed. Mili
tary brings lethality.”

The Sept. 11 commissioners
had argued that having two such
organizations within the govern-
ment was redundant.

“Whether the price is mea-
sured in either money or people,
the United States cannot afford to
build two separate capabilities
for carrying out secret military
operations, secretly operating
standoff missiles and secretly
training foreign military or para-
military forces,” their report

says.

“The United States should con-
centrate responsibility and neces-
sary legal authorities in one enti-

The commissioners described
a CIA plan in early 1998 to go
after al-Qaida leader Osama bin
Laden using operatives from the
spy agency and the military. The
plan was ultimately scrubbed
after senior CIA officials and
some military officers registered
concerns at the risks to U.S. forc-
es and civilians.

Paramilitary operations include
training pro-U.S. government or
rebel forces, destablizing govern-
ments and organizations through
violence, and direct attacks on

enemy targets and people.

Such operations sometimes are
overseen by the CIA and some-
times by special military units
such as the Green Berets. Which
are used de-
pending on
the situation,
the need for
secrecy and
the number
of people re-

was
small before
Sept. 11 but
has expand-

rapidly
since. In contrast, the ‘military’s
Special Operations Command
numbers 49,000 people, including
reservists, support personnel and
3,000 civilians.

One key distinction between
the two is how they are ordered
into action. Special operations
troops are subject to the military
chain of command, and also to
various laws and international
treaties governing the use of
armed forces.

For the CIA

McLaughlin

Two forms of secret operations

CIA paramilitary forces
and the military’s special
operations forces —such
as the Green Berets —
can participate in similar
covert missions but have
notable differences.

Mllltary 'S speclal ClA's
forces ili
SIZE OF FORCE 49,000 Very small;
size classified
HOW ORDERED  Usual military chain President must
INTOACTION o command sign a secret
document
OPERATIONAL  Bound by certain May operate
DIFFERENCES

laws of engagement;
spending for supplies
must go through
competitive bidding

without uniforms
or identification;
more flexible with
spending

limit on what uniformed U.S. mili-
tary personnel should be allowed
to do.

The CIA’s paramilitaries are
part of the agency’s covert opera-
tions arm, called the Special Ac-
tivities DlV]S]On Some unit mem-
bers in

go into action, the presldent must
sign a secret document called a
“finding” that governs their activi-
ties, and designated congression-
al leaders are informed.

Thus,
those forces
are used
more  often
when secre-
cy is para-
mount.

Defense
Secretary
Donald  H.
Rumsfeld is
also cool to
the idea of
putting  all
paramilitary
operations under his department’s
control.

“There are clearly things that
the Central Intelligence Agency
does that are covert that the De-
partment of Defense ought not to
do,” he said.

Gen. Richard Myers said, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
said, “There is not a lot of enthusi-
asm at this point for that kind of
change,” suggesting there’s a

Rumsfeld

and economic and political disrup-

AP

tion. Others, members of the Spe-
cial Operations Group, are true
warriors.

Unlike the Green Berets, the
CIA officers can operate without
uniforms or identification as U.S.
government employees. If any
are caught or killed, the govern-
‘ment can plausibly deny involve-
ment.
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Alexandra, left, and Vanessa
Kerry, daughters of Democratic
presidential nominee Sen. John
Kerry, address the audience ahout
the importance of voting. The
Bush daughters also appeared at
the show — on videotape.

Tuesday, August 31, 2004

The group OutKast performs during the MTV Video Music Awards in Miami on Sunday.

AP photos

MTV awards: A little political, a little polite

BY ADRIAN SAINZ
The Associated Press

MIAMI — There was no Ma-
donna-Britney Spears kiss, no par-
tially-clad Howard Stern coming
down from the rafters, and cer-
tainly no wardrobe malfunctions.

‘The MTV Awards show on Sun-
day featured typical frenetic ener-
gy and sexy style, and a few musi-
cal surprises, but it was mostly a
kinder, gentler version of past
shows.

Usher showed as much skin as
anybody, preening in front of the
camera barechested as simulated
raindrops fell on his chiseled
body during the opening perfor-
mance of “Burn.” And the some-
times raunchy comedian Dave
Chappelle even kept it relatively
clean — despite teasing that he
wouldn’t.

“It's the biggest mistake you
made since Janet Jackson at the

Super Bowl,” he jokingly warned,
alluding to the MTV-produced
Super Bowl halftime flesh show
that created a firestorm earlier
this year.

The change of scenery to
Miami — the show typically is
held in New York or Los Angeles
— helped raise the decadence
level at the celebrity-soaked af-
fair, held at the downtown Ameri-
canAirlines Arena.

Some celebrities arrived on the
red carpet not by car, but by luxu-
ry yacht. “Newlyweds” stars Jes-
sica Simpson and Nick Lachey ar-
rived in a 68-foot boat.

OutKast’s vivid “Hey Ya!” —
perhaps best described as the old
Ed Sullivan show on acid — won
four awards, including video of
the year. Jay-Z’s “99 Problems,”
the most nominated video with
six, also won four. That gritty
black-and-white video depicts the
singer’s own killing as a meta-
phor for his retirement.

Goin me with moonmen

The Associated Press

List of winners for the 2004 MTV Video Music
Awards:

Video of the year: OutKast, “Hey Ya!”

Best pop video: No Doubt, “Ip's My Life”

Best rap video: Jay-Z, “99 Problems”

Best female video: Beyonce, “Naughty Girl”

Best male video: Usher featuring Lil’ Jon & Lu-
dacris, “Yeah!”

Besl R&B video: Alicia Keys, “If I Ain’t Got

Bes! rock video: Jet, “Are You Gonna Be My
Girl”

Best director: Mark Romanek, “99 Problems”

Best special effects: OutKast, “Hev Ya!”

Best art direction: OutKast, Hey Ya'"

Best editing: Jay-Z, “99 lem:

Best cinematography: Jay-Z, “99 Problems”

Best choreography: Black Eyed Peas, “Hey
Mama”

Best dance video: Usher, featuring Lil’ Jon & Lu-
dacris, “Yeah!”

Best hip-hop video: OutKast, “Hey Ya!”

Best group video: No Doubt, “It’s My Life”

Best new artist in a video: Maroon 5, “This Love”

MTV2 award: Yellowcard, “Ocean Avenue”

Viewer’s choice: Linkin Park, “Breaking the

Me

BBeakthmugh video: Franz Ferdinand, “Take
ut’

Habit”

“I felt like I was trying to push
the envelope,” Jay-Z, dressed in a
dapper white suit and hat, said as
he accepted an award — called a
‘moonman after the channel’s logo
— for best rap video.
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Usher won his first moonman
as he took best male video for
“Yeah!”

“This is my first time coming
up here — let me take my time
with this,” a beaming Usher said.

As usual, the awards were an af-
terthought to explosive perfor-
mances and surprise cameos.

Alicia Keys gave a dramatic,
soulful spin of her hit “If I Ain’t
Got You,” and was buoyed by
Stevie Wonder on harmonica.

Moments later, she joined Won-
der and Lenny Kravitz as they
sang a classic Wonder hit, “High-
er Ground.”

Keys also appeared on stage to

honor the late Ray Charles, who
died in June.

The daughters of Democratic
presidential ~ candidate  John
Kerry and President Bush made
an appearance — the Bush daugh-
ters on videotape — to urge peo-
ple to vote. Even the Rev. Al
Sharpton made an appearance
connected to voting — not for the
electmn, though, but for the view-
er’s choice award.

The show, held a day before the
Republican’ convention was to
kick off in New York City, ended
on a patriotic note, as red, white
and blue balloons fell from the
rafters and fans held “vote” signs
during OutKast’s closing perfor-
mance.

Jessica Simpson greets the crowd outside AmericanAirlines Arena.
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Census bureau shakes up info-sharing policy

Agency will not turn over details about minorities to anti-terror officials without approval

The Associated Press

DEARBORN, Mich. — The U.S. Census
Bureau says it is ending a practice of rou-
tinely turning over detailed information
about Arabs or other minorities to anti-ter-
rorism officials without high-level approv-
al.

The Census Bureau revealed Aug. 13
that it had been reporting demographic
data about Arab Americans to a Homeland

Security agency. The bureau said it only
was providing population numbers and not
names, addresses or other private details.

Responding to requests over the pa
two years from the Bureau of Customs and
Border Protection, the Census Bureau said
it had provided files that included a count
of U.S. residents of Arab descent in certain
ZIP codes. It said names and street ad-
dresses were not included.

The release drew sharp criticism from

Drunken driver leaves decapitated
passenger in truck while he sleeps

some advocacy groups, which said it under-
mined the public’s trust.

Census Director Louis Kincannon said
data requests from law enforcement and in-
telligence agencies now must be approved
by one of eight associate directors, the sec-
ond highest-ranking officials in the Census
Bureau. He said the policy will not keep po-
lice from getting similar numbers in the fu-
ture, mainly because much of it is already
available on the bureau’s Web site.

But he told The Detroit News for a story
Monday that it lets officials keep tabs on
who requests information and how it is

“This is an important step in the right di-
rection to restore people’s confidence,” said
Imad Hamad, Dearborn-based Midwest di-
rector of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimi
nation Committee. “But in many people’s
minds, the damage is already done. I only
hope we can overcome this.”

The Associated Press

MARIETTA, Ga. — A drunk-
en driver hit a telephone pole
support wire that decapitated
his passenger, then drove 12
miles home and slept in his
bloody clothes, leaving the head-
less body in his truck, police
said.

A neighbor walking with his
young daughter Sunday morn-
ing discovered Daniel Brohm’s
headless corpse in the truck in
John Kemper Hutcherson’s
driveway and called authorities,
said Cpl. Dana Pierce, county po-
lice spokesman.

Officers found Hutcherson

asleep inside his home. He was
visibly drunk and his clothes
were bloody, authorities said.
They later found Brohm’s sev-
ered head at the crash site.

“It’s hard for one to imagine
that you would drive miles from
a crash site to your home, turn-
ing in various directions, and
yet not know what has hap-
pened to a passenger sitting
next to you,” Pierce said.

Hutcherson, 21, was charged
with vehicular homlclde driv-
ing under the influence and fail-
ure to stop at an accident with
death or injury. He was jailed
on a $100,000 bond; it was un-
clear Monday whether he had
an attorney.

Eight years later, man finds
HIV test was a false-positive

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — A Califor-
nia man who once tested positive
for the virus that causes AIDS
has learned the diagnosis made
eight years ago was mistaken and
he was never infected.

Jim Malone spent years bat-
tling depression and losing
weight, expecting to die at any
time. He attended support group
meetings and accepted  free
meals from an AIDS charity.

Malone’s main physician, Dr.
Richard Karp, acknowledged the

ON

error in an Aug. 4 letter to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs clin-
ic where Malone was treated.
Malone, who is gay and has lost
friends to AIDS, said he is re-
lieved but angry at his doctor.
“He told me, ‘We made a very
big mistake. We did not do our
job,’ ” he said. “I said, ‘You mean
to tell me that all you have to say
is you are sorry? Sorry that I lived
for all this time believing I was
going to die?’
The Oakland Department of
Veterans Affairs is investigating.
The error may have occurred

because Malone arrived at the clin-
ic in 1996 with lab results from a
testing firm showing he had HIV,
said Karen Pridmore, spokeswom-
an for the VA’s Northern Califor-
nia Health Care System.

The clinic performed its own
HIV test on Malone to confirm
the first set of results and it came
back negative, but that informa-
tion was never shared with the pa-
tient, Pridmore said.

The mistake was uncovered by
the VA’s computer system, which
tracks HIV patients and conducts
a periodic review of cases.
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EDITOR

AAFES cool to ‘Fahrenheit’

AAFES management has shown its true
colors. The article “AAFES not after ‘Fahr-
enheit 9/11’ ” (Aug. 17) is in stark contra-
diction to Army and Air Force Exchange
Service’s previous statement that it would
actively pursue having the documentary
shown. The reasons given by Judd Anstey,
spokesman for AAFES, will probably earn
him a spot on President Bush’s spin-meis-
ter team.

AAFES was told “on or about” July 21
that 200 to 300 prints would be available to
it on Aug. 16. The film distributor said it
did everything it was supposed to do on
July 22, but AAFES was not responsive.

Anstey said that AAFES has already
booked what would be shown in its the-
aters up to Sept. 3. He stated this only
gives AAFES a 35-day window before the
DVD release date. It is further stated in
the article that AAFES has run films with
a shorter window, but won’t run the No. 1
documentary for “profit” reasons. Why? Is
this the real reason?

The movie’s DVD release date is Oct. 5.
Allowing four to six weeks for the DVD to
reach AAFES outlets, where’s the problem
on attendance and scheduling? Then
again, the consumer would spend between
$4 and $5 to see the movie, whereas
AAFES will get between $19.95 and $29.95
for the DVD — if it is made available. How
many DVDs of “Fahrenheit 9/11” have
been ordered? Not many is my guess.

‘Also, this precludes military members
and associates from seeing the documenta-
ry before the elections. Why? I submit that
AAFES is using its monopolistic powers to
influence what the American forces and
their associates are provided. I challenge
AAFES to provide a suitable number and
wide distribution of the “Fahrenheit 9/11”
DVD.

I have 25 years active service (enlisted
and years civil service
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and six years in retired status. During this
time I have relied on and trusted AAFES;
now is the time for AAFES to solidify this
trust.
Wilbert C. Hicks Jr.
Kindsbach, Germany

Everyone can improve

In response to the letter “Take responsi-
bility, NCOs” (Aug. 19); I totally agreed
with the first sergeant until the very last
sentence in which he said not to forget re-
servists and National Guard troops, to po-
lice them up, too.

Every day I see the same corrections
that need to be made on all troops, same as
with Air Force, Navy and Marines. I cor-
rected an active-duty soldier who at night,
by himself, had no flashlight, no reflective
vest, no socks, no weapon and, worst of all,
his shorts on backward! Why is it that the
Reserve and National Guard have to take
this hit from the active duty?

We all know that the job can’t be done
without one another and we all would
greatly benefit by working together rather
than against one another. I constantly see
where they can improve on their jobs. Be-

Doonesbury

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

cause they do it every day they feel as
though they are experts. However, those
of us in the same job — nervous that we
might fail and look like idiots — strive to
make sure we don’t, and usually come out
looking great. Right now there is a docu-
mentary on the National Guard troops
being made by the Discovery Channel
showing how well we are doing.

There are many things that the ac-
tive-duty personnel can learn from us, and
there is a lot that we can learn from them.
1 only hope that we as noncommissioned
officers (and adults) can choose to point
out the perfections (instead of the imper-
fections) and improve together.

Soldiers, don’t forget that the war is out-
side the wire, not inside it. Only together
will these jobs and missions become more
efficient; divided, we could lose someone
as a result of someone’s bickering and self-
ish plot to make himself look better only
because of an active-duty status.

Phillip Clinton Grauel
Hot Springs, Ark.

tening to our allies

For decades, the United States was very
proud that it was America that helped to
establish democracy and freedom in Eu-
rope after World War I1. European coun-
tries such as Germany, France and Spain
became democracies, and we are very
glad and thankful for what America has
done for us — no mistake about that.

But, do we have to go to war with Iraq,
only because America wanted us to? When
we say “no” to the Iraq war, then our
views and opinions also should be respect-
ed and accepted — or are European allies
only “good allies” when we agree with ev-
erything the U.S. government wants us to
do and follow it? Is that the concept of de-
mocracy and the concept of a free coun-

Ty?

In the past months, Germany and
France have been extensively criticized
and bashed for their “no” on the war. This
is our choice and our view. I think that we
have a right to say “no” to the Iraq war.
The war also was unpopular in countries
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whose  governments  supported  the
U.S--led invasion of Iraq — even 80-90 per-
cent of the Italian, British and Spanish peo-
ple were against the war. How can a na-
tion start or participate in a war, when the
population is not supporting it?

urope is sick of wars after centuries of
wars and millions of casualties that result-
ed from these senseless wars. It's very,
very easy to support a war when it is hap-
pening more than 6,000 miles from your
home. And people over here in Europe are
not convinced that the war was only be-
cause of Saddam Hussein or weapons of
mass destruction. For a long time, the Unit-
ed States supported the Saddam regime
with money, weapons, etc. In December
1983, Donald Rumﬁfeld leed Saddam as
an envoy for President Reagan and called
him “a good fnend of peace and a good
friend of erica.” Now Saddam is the
worst devil?

If America wants to be respected in Eu-
rope again, then it should learn that other
views and opinions should be respected,
even when you don't agree with them.
Many Americans only talk bad about Ger-
many, France, etc. — but these people
never try to understand our views and
opinions. We, in Europe, always have to un-
derstand America, America, America. But
who listens to and cares for our views and
opinions?

Torsten Behrens
Stade, Germany

Women have right to fight war

I am writing in reference to “Sending
Women to War Wrong” (Aug. 15). While
e of us were brought up with the re-
sponsibility to protect women, where do
off? Who are we to say that a
woman cannot or should not be able to do
what any man can do. All of these women
voluntarily came into the military. For
someone to say that these women didn’t
know that there was a possibility that we
could go to war is just not plausible.

The fact is we are all soldiers, fighting
for the freedom of our country. Taking
away a woman’s right to fight for her coun-
try is doing just that, taking away her
rights. While I feel for the writer’s loss,
and am truly sorry for all the soldiers who
have ever died in combat, their loss was
not without reward. They died defending a
country that they loved nd believed i in, re-
gardless of race, sex and religion.

‘We all fight for our country and to come
home to that country safe and unharmed.
However it is also understood that you
may have to pay the ultimate sacrifice to
protect your loved ones. That is a price
some of us are willing to pay, women in-
cluded.

To suggest a woman should not be al-
lowed in combat is moving us back in time
instead of forward toward equal rights.
When did a woman’s life become worth
more than a man’s? While loss of life for
anyone, man or woman, is not easy to ac-
cept, it's the cost of war.

Women die in the streets of the United
States daily, perhaps we should lock them
in their houses where they will be safe.

gt. Adam Benda
Baghdad

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Cast away Swift Boat Veterans for Truth

BY LARRY DALE KEELING
Lexington (Ky.) Herald-Leader

served with John Kerry.
Well, sorta.
I never rode on a Swift
boat with him. Heck, I never
heard of a Swift boat before this
presidential campaign.

I wasn't in Vietnam with him,
The closest I got to “in country”
‘was an air base on Taiwan, where
‘my unit provided logistical support
for a facility that repaired fighter
planes, some of which had flown
the friendly skies of 'Nam.

We didn’t wear the same uni-
form. Kerry was Navy; 1 was Air
Force.

But I served with Kerry. We
were both in the military for a
six-month period between July
1969, when I went on active duty,
and January 1970, when he was dis-
charged from active duty.

A lot of guys my age — give or
take a few years — can say truthful-
ly, accurately, but oh-so-mislead-
ingly, “I served with John Kerry,”
thereby gilding their subsequent
statements with a patina of unde-
served credibility.

My claim to having served with
Kerry is misleading in the ex-
treme.

Similar claims by Swift Boat Vet-
erans for Truth are misleading in
less extreme, but misleading still.

None of them served on Kerry’s
boat, although their ads suggest

that they did. In varying degrees,
these guys served with him in a
broader sense, some in other Swift
boats, some up the chain of com-

They tell one version of Kerry’s
Vietnam service. The guys who
were actually in Kerry’s boat tell a
completely different version.

Who are we to believe? Well,
now that we know Swift Boat Veter-
ans for Truth is largely funded by
a rich Texan who, along with his
wife, gave $3 million to Texas Re-
publicans during the 2002 elec-
tions, that seems an easy call to

make.

Making it easier still is the fact
that these veterans are getting
caught in the tangled web of their
own deceit.

Larry Thurlow, another Swift
boat commander, has claimed
Kerry didn’t deserve his Bronze
Star and third Purple Heart be-
cause he wasn’t under enemy fire
when he pulled an Army lieuten-
ant out of the river and into his
boat. But The Washington Post re-
cently reported that Thurlow won
his own Bronze Star for courage
under fire in the same incident.

Oops! “I know John Kerry is
lying about his first Purple Heart
because I treated him for that inju-
ry,” Louis Letson claims in the at-
tack ad.

But FactCheckorg, a nonparti-
san nonprofit that “truth squads”
political claims and ads across the

spectrum, says medical records do
not list Letson as the person who
treated Kerry’s injury.

Oops! Then there is George El-
liott, the retired Navy captain who
recommended Kerry for a Silver
Star. Elliott recently told The Bos-
ton Globe that he made “a terrible
mistake” by suggesting in a recent
affidavit that Kerry hadn’t told
him the truth about the incident
that led to Kerry killing an enemy
soldier and earning a Silver Star.

“I'm the one in trouble here. .
knew it (the affidavit) was wrong,”
Elliott is quoted as saying. Then, a
few days later he recanted his re-
cant, signing a second affidavit
that once again supported the ad.

Oops! While all these “Oopses”
show clearly whose honesty and
truthfulness really is in question
(and it’s not Kerry’s), they do not
speak to another central premise
of the Swift Boat Veterans for
Truth’s attack ads: that Kerry be-
trayed veterans of Vietnam and his
nation by becoming a vocal oppo-
nent of the war after leaving the
Navy.

As I made clear earlier, I am not
a Vietnam veteran. I am a veteran
of the Vietnam era. Kerry did not
betray me. And I think that some
of the Vietnam veterans I've
known, while I was in the service
and afterward, would say that he
did not betray them, either.

When I made my commitment
to the Air Force as a 20-year-old
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college student in 1967, I support-
ed the war in Vietnam. When 1
went on active duty in 1969, I sup-
ported the war.

By the time I left the Air Force a
few years later, I no longer support-
ed the war. I supported the troops
who were fighting it, as Kerry did,
and T support them as veterans
today, as Kerry does.

But the events that occurred dur-
ing my years of service and the
knowledge I gained from those
events led me to believe that the
war itself was wrong — a belief T
still hold.

o Spitid. o2

Talso believe I have that in com-
mon with many veterans of that
era who came to question, if not
the reason for the war, at least its
execution.

Kerry was one of those, one who
showed his courage in battle and
came home to demonstrate anoth-
er kind of courage — the courage
to stand up and tell his country it
was followmg the wrong course.

im liberal. Call him a
flip-flopper. Call him unfit to be
president. But don’t call him a trai-
tor. What he did was the act of a
true patriot.

Thanks to Allies in 1944, we’ll always have Paris

BY RACHEL SPREIREGEN

twas 60 years ago this month, in Paris.
1 had been waiting a long time for this
‘moment, when I would finally see the
enemy in defeat.

Allow me now on this anniversary to be
one voice for those who brought us our liber-
ation that day.

1 was a 17-year-old Jewish girl who had
been hiding under an assumed name with
forged identity papers in the Pigalle district
of Paris. I'd been waiting since 1940, when
France fell, since 1941, when the Germans
came for my father, since 1943, when my
13-year-old sister and I — sole survivors of
our family — had to abandon our home and
go into hiding. I was marking time, focused
on one great expectation: deliverance.

Hope was kept alive with “Les Francais
Parlent aux Francais,” the voice of De
Gaulle’s Free France broadcast from Lon-
don. In the spring of 1944, the cryptic radio

The news struck like a thunderbolt. And
yet all the joy welling up within us had to be
contained. The Kommandantur (headquar-
ters of the German military command of oc-
cupied France) seemed to think we were
being good: The midnight curfew was ex-
tended to 1 am. for this one day.

‘mid-August, as Allied troops neared,
the city of Paris rose. It was in a state of
siege. The German garrison had been clear-
ing out for days, leaving behind a belea-
guered high command that no longer was in
command. But no one knew when the end
would come — or when we would be safe.
Then one night church bells were set ring-
ing, not in alarm but in triumph, the opening
salvo of the liberation. A small detachment
of Gen. Philippe Leclerc’s Free French
troops had entered Paris and was encamped
at the Hotel de Ville, home of the municipal
authorities, only a stone’s throw from Notre
Dame.

Paris was liberated the next day. I walked
down deserted streets to the Place de I'Op-
era, eager to see what was happening, and

bluff overlooking the stretch of sand where
the GIs had come ashore, I remembered
D-Day, At the breathtaking military ceme-

by chance was near the K
when a contingent of Free French troops ar-
rived. There was a brief firefight, and then it
happened: the surrender of the German com-
mand. Parisians began emerging from build-
ings. The crowd was still sparse but we
formed a chain, linked hands and spontane-
ously burst into “La Marseillaise,” while
German officers, hatless, hands in the air,
marched down Avenue de I'Opera.

The nightmare was over.

I'was awed at the magnitude of the event I
was witnessing. The German war machine
was not invincible after all, and for me, it
was the men of D-Day who had driven the
point home. It was to them that I owed my
freedom and my life.

Fifty years later, at Omaha Beach, on the

tery of Coll -Mer, where so many
are interred, I had come to honor the men
who a half-century earlier, on that day and
at that very spot, had brought liberation to
my country and fo me. Few are left of these
once-ordinary/extraordinary young men.
They are dying every day, but for me they
belong among the immortals. They came in
peril of their lives and saved Europe.

Sixty years ago they marched down the
Champs Elysees in an awesome parade of
citizen-soldiers, shoulder to shoulder, filling
the broad expanse of the avenue. The pass-
ing years have only intensified the emotion I
felt as a young girl that August, and the grati-
tude to those who saved our future.

Rachel Spreiregen, who lives in a suburb of
Chicago, is writing a memoir on her years in France
before and during the German occupation
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messages to gro
unintelligible to us but obvlously instruc-
tions to various networks operating m
France, indicating increased activity an

raxsmg expectations. Something was in the

There were skeptics, in Paris and else-
where. For me, and others like me, skepti-
cism was impossible. We were caught in a
deadly race between those who would find
us out and send us to the death camps and
those who carried with them our hopes for
life — the Allied soldiers.

Then, early one morning, the wait was
over. Hurried footsteps on the stairs, and the
maid of the small hotel where I had sought
refuge came running down the narrow corri-
dor, pounding at every door, announcing
breathlessly, “Ils ont debarque’! Ils ont de-
barque’!” — “They have landed! They have
landed!”

Mallard Fillmore
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Songwriter and singer Norah Jones performs at the Old Opera in Frankfurt, Germany, on April
30. Jones has hecome more comfortable with life on the road and with her musical career and
believes she has grown as an artist. Her latest album, “Feels Like Home,” has more of a country
sound than her debut, “Come Away With Me,” and it energizes crowds at concerts. “Feels Like
Home” sold more than 1 million copies in its first week of release.
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W the day

77,
“2our hand has spun

Before the night is done

1 just have 10 hear

Those sweet words

Spoken like a melody

Norah Jones gets a little bit country
and gets used to being a performer

BY JAKE COYLE
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Norah Jones has
been on the road so long, she’s consid-
ered putting a couch on the stage and
calling her tour “The Couch Tour.”

The sultry-voiced Texan singer
Kkicked off the U.S. leg of her world tour
Aug. 12 with the Handsome Band,
fresh from playing through Europe in
support of her new album, “Feels Like
Home.”

And the shy Jones, who was thrust
into stardom with her runaway hit
debut “Come Away With Me,” is feel-
ing more at ease.

“Performing live wasn’t that great
the first time around,” Jones said. “But
I think there’s a learning curve to it,
and now I feel a lot more comfortable.”

On stage, the normally stationary pia-
nist is even striding out from her perch
behind the piano to sing.

“Tused to think I looked like a mario-
nette when I stand up,” said Jones.
“But now I'm standing up more and
wearing skirts more.”

When asked what led to this new per-
forming ease, Jones concedes that
much of it comes from simply getting
accustomed to the bright lights of a sta-

dium tour. But her newfound comfort
on the stage is also due to remember-
ing that she’s in control.

Jones, 25, says that while there are
things that she has to do as such a popu-
lar performer, she finds the key is to
“try to make it fun for myself.” And
she’s doing just that.

In concert, Jones is featuring songs
from her new album, which have a
more country sound and lend more en-
ergy to her shows. Jones and her band
also have been playing covers of The
Band and Tom Waits.

Her new album, “Feels Like Home,”
sold more than 1 million copies in its.
first week of release in February.
Jones' first CD, “Come Away With
Me,” has sold 8 million-plus copies and
garnered her eight Grammys last year,
including album of the year. Her tour
is scheduled to run through Nov. 14.

Jones, the daughter of New York con-
cert producer Sue Jones and Indian mu-
sician Ravi Shankar, started singing
publicly in the Dallas area at age 16.
She studied jazz piano for two years at
the University of North Texas in Den-
ton.

Hilton puts her life in writing

Paris Hilton is trying on a new outfit: a hard cover.

The model-reality TV star has written a 198-page mem-
oir, “Confessions of an Heiress: A Tongue-in-Chic Peek Be-
hind the Pose.”

Though the missing Chihuahua pg
saga was too recent to make the
book, Hilton writes about her youth
as an heiress in a “really close” fami-
ly. Excerpts of the book (to hit
shelves Sept. 7) are in the Aug. 27 edi- |
tion of People magazine.

Her “Confessions” reveal a girl not
as confident as the runway model fre-
quently seen in the tabloids.

Hilton’s memoirs are not without
fashion tips, either.

“Trust me, people act differently
to you when you've got jewelry on
your head.”

i
Hilton

Winfrey: One murder trial is enough

Oprah Winfrey said she would not want to serve as a
juror in a murder trial again, but she enjoyed getting to

know her fellow jurors — and invited

ing stages of decay.

them to her show to talk about the ex-
perience.

Winfrey was one of 12 jurors who
convicted a Chicago man of murder
Aug. 18. The billionaire’s presence
drew massive amounts of media atten-
tion to what normally would have
been a low-profile case.

Winfrey briefly discussed the expe-
rience with other jurors who sat in
the audience of her show before she
interviewed actors Gwyneth Paltrow
and Jude Law.

Winfrey invited the jurors to stay after the show for a
lunch prepared by her personal chef.

Winfrey

Cornwell funds police scholarships

Author Patricia Cornwell announced she is giving
$20,000 more to fund scholarships for law enforcement of-
ficials attending the University of Tennessee’s National Fo-
rensics Academy.

Cornwell’s 1994 book “The Body Farm” is based on the
school’s experimental station that studies bodies in vary-

She established the scholarship fund in 2002 and made
the announcement at the academy’s alumni retraining
seminar in Knoxville, UT officials said.

The scholarship helps police departments with limited
budgets send officers to attend the academy’s 10-week
training program for crime scene investigators.

Simmons considers ‘Queer Eye’ makeover

How would the guys from “Queer
Eye for the Straight Guy” make over
the black and white makeup of Kiss?
We may get to find out.

Gene Simmons, the tongue-wag-
ging bassist of Kiss, is considering an
appearance on the Bravo reality
show. On his Web site, Simmons says
that producers for the show have
asked him join the Fab Five for an epi-

d

sode.
“They called me and asked me if T
would do it. I'm a fan of the show. We
‘may shoot on the 28th of September,”
Simmons says.
“Queer Eye for the Straight Guy” is in its second season.
Stories and photos from wire services

Simmons
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Body found on roof

NY NEW YORK — A

body was found by
construction workers on the
roof of a church on Manhat-
tan’s Upper West Side.

The victim was believed to
be a 30-year-old man who
was reported missing.
The cause of death was
unknown, but investiga-
tors suspect foul play, po-
lice said. -

The workers
found the body in a rooftop con-
struction shed at St. Paul & St. An-
drew Methodist Church on West
86th Street, police said.

Man robs bank to buy car

ut SOUTH OGDEN — Za-

chary Hayden liked the car;
he only needed to stop at the bank
1o get some money.

The problem is, police said, he
didn’t have an account there.

Authorities said Hayden, 31, of
Warsaw, Ind., robbed the Wells
Fargo Bank after test driving a
Ford Escort from the Good-One
Auto Sales and then used the car
for his getaway.

More than six hours after the
robbery, Nevada Highway Patrol
pulled the car over near Ely, Nev.,
about 200 miles southwest of South
Ogden. It still had the white, price
numbers — $1,895 — on the win-
dow and dealer license plates.

Like any good salesman, Trent
Goodwin tried to put a positive
spin on the situation.

ur deals are so good, bank rob-
bers shop here,” he said.

Banana Split day

PITTSBURGH — Universi-

ty of Pittsburgh alumni
have won the Nobel Prize, played
in the National Football League
and unlocked the secrets of DNA.

The university celebrated a less
prestigious but equally sweet ac-
complishment by one of its own —
the banana split.

Pitt declared “Banana Split
Day” and celebrated the dessert’s
100th birthday by serving about
4,000 ice cream cones to students,
family members and others return-
ing to campus for the new school
year.

Ice cream aficionados believe
David E. Strickler, a 1906 graduate
of Pitt’s School of Pharmacy, creat-
ed the first banana split in 1904
when he was an apprentice at Tas-
sell Pharmacy in Latrobe, Pa.

Herpes lawsuit

VIRGINIA BEACH — A

lawsuit that accuses a Vir-
ginia Beach man of intentionally
passing herpes to his lover may
have implications for state law on
fornication between unmarried
adults.

Attorneys for a woman identi-
fied only as Jane Doe filed suit this
month in Circuit Court, claiming
that a Virginia Beach man gave the
woman genital herpes after the
two began having sexual relations
in April.

In court papers, the man’s attor-
ney claims the woman broke a
state law that forbids sexual inter-
course outside marriage, and there-
fore she cannot claim injury.

Matthew W. Smith, the woman’s
attorney, said the Virginia Su-
preme Court has ruled it is illegal
to recover damages from an injury
that occurs while breaking a law.
But he thinks that ruling will not
stand up today.

ROUNDUP

antibiotics.

“The  individual
got aggressive with
the seal. He was trying
to get to shore and he
tried to push the seal
away,” said Brad Ryon, a
marine biologist with the
National Oceanic and At-
mnspheric Administration.
“I talked to him afterward
and he was more embarrassed
than anything.”

Teen defends shirt
ATLANTA — The
town of Hempstead, N.Y.,
has a message for Gwinnett Coun’
ty Before you tar-

Boy fatally shoots father

HOUSTON — A 10-year-

old boy fatally shot his fa-
ther after the man came to pick
him and his brother up for a week-
end visit, authorities said.

Rick James Lohstroh, 41, was
shot several times as he sat in the
front seat of his sport utility vehi-
cle, said Sgt. B.E. Williams of the
Harris County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. The boy was sitting in
back seat.

After firing shots through the
back seat, the boy got out of the ve-
hicle and continued to fire at it, Wil-
liams said. Lohstroh, a doctor at
the University of Texas Medical
Branch, died on the way to a hospi-
tal.

Preliminary reports indicate
that the boy did not want to visit
his father. Lohstroh and the boy’s
mother shared custody of the chil-
dren.

The gun belonged to the boy’s
mother, Williams said.

Seal bites tourist
POIPU — An endangered
Hawaiian monk seal bit a
tourist at Kauai’s Poipu Beach
after the man shoved the seal out

of the way, officials said.
year-old man was not se-
nously injured in the confrontation
in waters fronting the Sheraton

Kauai Hotel.

He received a tetanus shot and

Letting go

Dr. Bridget Dunnigan, of the
Woods Hole Science Aquarium,
releases a Kemp's Ridley Sea
Turtle at Dowses Beach, in Oster-
ville, Mass. Four of the endangered
turtles were released into the
ocean after six months of rehabilita-
tion at aquariums in Massachu-
setts.

get a student wearing a Hemp-
stead shirt, look at a map.

Terrell Jones astudent in Gwin-
nett County’s Grayson High
School, was weeded out of a class-
room bv a school administrator be-
cause he wore a shirt that read:
“Hempstead, NY 516, a reference
to the Long Island town and its tele-
phone area code.

According to Jones’ family,
which moved from Hempstead to
the Atlanta suburb, the school
thought the shirt referred to mari-
juana.

Jones wasn't allowed to return to
class until he persuaded school offi-
cials to search the Internet for the
town name.

The student’s father, James
Jones, said he wants an apology for
the incident.

Terrell Jones says he will keep
wearing the shirt to school.

Woman delivers at home

BOSTON — An internal in-
vestigation is under way at
Brigham and Women’s Hospital
after a pregnant woman, who
twice was sent home by the medi-
cal staff, gave birth to a son on the
bathroom floor of her apartment.
Denia Baez, 30, nine months
pregnant with her fourth child,
went to Brigham and Women'’s say-
ing she felt ill and was bleeding
slightly. However, hospital staff de-
termined that she didn’t have the
strong, regular contractions that in-
dicate the final phases of labor,
and sent her home, she told the
Boston Herald from her hospital
bed.

Baez stepped out of the bathtub
at home, felt labor pains and told
her husband, Cesarin Arias, 29,
that the baby was coming. Shortly,
Jeremy Arias was born on the bath-
room floor.

Baez and her 9-pound, 2-ounce
baby were healthy and resting at
Brigham and Women'’s, but the hos-
pital’s obstetrics chnef said he
would review her records and talk
to Baez.

Flood waters hit hard

LISBON — Flood waters

rushed through rural north-
east Ohio over the weekend, rip-
ping houses from their foundations
and tearing a 65-foot deep crater
into a road, authorities said.

A couple was killed in a crash on
a rain-drenched highway, while a
man whose home was carried off
was found unharmed in a tree, au-
thorities said.

Six inches of rain fell in just six
hours from Friday night until Sat-
urday morning, according to the
National Weather Service.

About 4,000 people in the area
do not have electricity, and the
town of Lisbon does not have water
because several major water lines
broke in the storm.

: Fairgoers view a giant bagel that was
Big breakfast meal created by Bruegger's Bagels at the
annual New York State Fair in Geddes, N.Y. The bagel weighed 868
pounds, measured six feet in diameter and required a small crane to
hoist it out of its custom-built oven.

i Street performer Chet Mitchell, of Para-
Sun Set Juggler dise, Mich., juggles as the sun ’se&s on
vacationers and local residents at the celebration of the sunset during
the Petoskey Festival on the Bay in Michigan.

DlSCOllllt ShOppeI‘ Sara Bertrand, 8, left, bounces an

exercise ball as she waits in line to pay for
it with her mother, Linda Farish, right, at the state Department of Gener-
al Services sale in Sacramento, Calif. The DGS is selling off surplus
office equipment and computers, along with cars, espresso machines
and baseball cards the state has accumulated over the years.
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Beautiful view
lorn. Wash.

A small child runs across a

A Walk n the sun stone bridge at Colt State Park

'on Monday in Bristol, R.l. Visitors enjoyed the sun and cool bay breezes at
the park.

Manuel Ramirez removes
debris from the potato

One potato, two potato

conveyor belt during the first day of harvest at the Martin Farms in Fort
Hall, Idaho. The Granger-russet potatoes are destined to be made into
french fries.

A rainbow arches across the Columbia River Gorge to Oregon near Cape

Landlord charged

NY ITHACA — A college stu-

dent called police after dis-
covering a pinhole camera in the
bathroom of the apartment she
shared with three women, and now
her landlord is charged with unlaw-
ful surveillance.

David A. Church, 44, of Ithaca,
faces four counts of unlawful video
surveillance, a felony that can
draw up to four years in prison.

Church owns several rental prop-
erties near Cornell University.

Police said they searched two
other apartments and found two
pinhole cameras and several video
recordings of at least four students.

Biplane crash kills 1

PORT EDWARDS — A bi-

plane giving rides for a
fund-raiser in central Wisconsin
crashed upside down in a river Sat-
urday morning, killing a Michigan
woman, authorities said.

The 1941 Steerman biplane’s
landing gear struck power lines be-
fore it crashed into about 3 feet of
water in the Wisconsin River, said
Wood County Sheriffs Sgt. Tim
Ward.

A 39-year-old passenger visiting
the Wisconsin Rapids area with her
husband, children and mother was
Kkilled.

Pilot Mark Strub, 42, was unable
to free the woman and ran a
half-mile to a local paper mill to
call for help, Sheriff Kurt Heuer
said.

Strub was taken to an area hospi-
tal, but did not appear to be injured
or under the influence, Ward said.

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration was investigating the acci-
dent.

Inmate escapes

VA DANVILLE — A Danville
prisoner dumped his inmate
clothes in a garbage bin and
walked off a work crew wearing
only a T-shirt, boxer shorts and
work boots, authorities said.
Danville Sheriff's Maj. Ronnie
Ball said Michael Dean Turner, 25,
was last seen getting into a
two-door, gray-green Toyota Corol-
la.

Turner was awaiting transfer to
the Department of Corrections
after his July conviction for at-
tempting to sell cocaine. He was
sentenced to 10 years in prison,
with five years suspended on the
condition that he spend one year on
probation.

He could be charged with felony
escape, pumshable by up to five
years in prison and a $2,500 fine.

Search warrant voided

ANCHORAGE — Police
cannot execute a search
warrant in a person’s home for pos-
session of less than 4 ounces of mar-
ijuana, the Alaska Court of Appeals
ruled.
The court ruled in the case of
Le Crocker Jr.,, who

_
Steeple makeover

Randy Fish, left, Gary Talbot,
top right, and Al Fauteux paint
the steeple of United Church of
Christ in Keene, N.H. The crew
works for Al Fauteux Roofing
and Steeplejack of Keene.

was charged with controlled sub-
stance misconduct after police, act-
ing on a tip, searched his home and
found marijuana and growing
equipment.

A lower court ruled the search
warrant that led to the arrest
should have never been issued and
suppressed the evidence against

Crocker. The appeals court agreed.

To execute a search warrant, po-
lice must have reason to believe
the amount of marijuana exceeds 4
ounces or is being used in connec-
tion with a crime, the appeals court
said.

Attorney General Gregg Renkes
said the ruling could hamstring po-
lice efforts to stop marijuana grow-
ers. He planned to appeal to the
state Supreme Court.

Bars can’t bet on poker

HARTFORD — Bars bet-

ting on poker tournaments
to bring in some extra cash will
have to stop. The state Division of
Special Revenue has issued a state-
ment saying the tournaments vio-
late state laws. Under state regula-
tions, gambling is classified as a
criminal misdemeanor unless all
the players can prove they are
friends or co-workers who see each
other away from poker tables.

Bank lawsuit settled

SPARTANBURG — Eliza-

beth Davis, whose parents
were killed in a Greer bank rob-
bery last year, settled her lawsuit
with Blue Ridge Savings Bank. De-
tails of the settlement weren’t re-
leased. Davis claimed the bank, lo-
cated in a mobile home, failed to
meet security requirements and
failed to warn customers of risks.
Blue Ridge employee Sylvia Holtz-
claw also was killed in the robbery.
No one was charged in the deaths.

Guilty plea in murder

BISMARCK — A man who
called police to confess to a
1990 killing has pleaded guilty to
murder. Edward Reitan, 51, may
face a 30-year sentence. Authori-
ties say Reitan called the sheriff’s
office in May from a phone across
the street to turn himself in for the
1990 killing of Driscoll farmer
Robin Enockson.
Reitan was arrested after de-
scribing the crime in detail to inves-
tigators.

Free tuition for students

TUCSON — The Arizona
Board of Regents autho-
rized the state’s three public univer-
sities to award free tuition to high
school students who score high on
the state’s graduation test. High
school juniors must exceed expec-
tations in math, reading and writ-
ing or exceed standards on two and
meet standards on the third.
Students also would have to meet
existing honors endorsement crite-

Police chief sworn in

HONOLULU — Boisse Cor-
rea was sworn in as the new
Honolulu police chief.

Correa, 58, is the ninth chief in
HPD history and replaces Lee
Donohue, who retired July 1 after a
40-year career.

Correa has held the rank of assis-
tant chief since 1998, overseeing pa-
trol operations and the Traffic Divi-
sion.

Correa, who’s 6-foot-6 and 255
pounds, was signed by the NFL's
Cleveland Browns in 1970 but
changed his mind and decided to
become a police officer.

Stories and photos from wire services.
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Horoscope

Venus blows kisses to Satun as it
passes. Personal growth will be
tested, especially in regard to the
way we behave in our
closest relationships.
There's a chance to check
yourself — are you really
over that thing you said you
were over? A review of past
lessons in love could reveal
a pattem that is still being
perpetuated.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(August 31). Even though
you feel you know yourself
well, you'll deepen your
knowledge this year and
enable yourself to make
choices that lead to your immediate
satisfaction.

Your career takes off this fall, and
finances improve, too. Your personal
life gives you power in November.
Let go of ties that require too much
effort. Love signs are Aries and
Taurus.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You're ready to get current or even
futuristic about the way you do
business. Abandon antiquated ideas
and outdated methods for the mod-
em, streamlined and efficient. Aquari-
us and Gemini are your technologi-
cal allies.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You'll not only know exactly how you
feel; you'll also have the courage to
act on a romantic impulse. Instead
of trying to get all your needs met in
one place, seek multiple sources of
friendship and encouragement.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You're driven to attract new busi-
ness — financial goals are looming,
and you're eager to meet them! This
is done most effectively through the
principle of attraction. An environ-
ment that is functional and aesthetic
wins clients.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The stars give you a sense of ac-
complishment as an individual who
is part of the whole today. Work with
others to attain your goals. Much
happens in a small group setting,
and you naturally assume the leader-
ship role.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The
secret to happiness is no secret at
all. You'll feel happy and complete

whenever you choose to feel that
way. Relationships become more
solid when you live by this principle.
Tonight, you'll be in a precarious
social situation.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).

You've known yourself all these

Joyce lillson

years, but you still have
much to leam about your
own complex character.
Financial speculations are
right on the money —
invest confidently. If you
refuse to compromise,
you can get your way.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). You aftract
fans! Family members
want to lend you more
support but are waiting
for your cue. You're so
well thought of now that you may be
patted on the back for something
you didn't do. You and a newcomer
have chemistry.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Yourre feeling sassy and have the
attitude that you just don't care what
people think. This allows you to ask
for things you don't even want and
certainly things that you do. Negoti-
ate your way into prosperity and fun.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Sometimes, the only mature
way to handle serious matters is to
laugh out loud. The stars support a
big belly laugh this afternoon. When
you see the humor in the situation,
others will, too.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Seeing the same people and
scenery day in and day out will wear
on you. Luckily, its not difficult to
add dimension to your life. If you're
using your creativity, your achieve-
ments will be satisfying on many
levels.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Whether it's joy or sadness, you'll
feel it fully, deeply, madly. Be on the
lookout for energy vampires, and
don't let them near. Emotions are
too easily manipulated under these
skies. It's also easy to help some-
one feel better.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You may feel a bit restless, striving
for progress in all things. Relax.
Balance is the key to moving for-
ward. By just being, you are enough.
Accomplishments happen naturally
when you believe you are entitled to
abundance.

Creators Syndicate
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I'M VERY GOOD AT
GROWING WHEAT AND BARLEY, SO WOULD
YOU SAY | HAVE A GRAIN THUMB?

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: V equals P
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Travel lifestyle not for everyone

Dear Abby: 1 usually think
your advice is pretty good, but
your answer to “Homebody in
Norfolk, Va.,” who didn’t want to
travel with her husband, was way
f she doesn't like to travel,
she shouldn’t be forced to just
because that's what her husband
wants. She has every
right to live her Tite the
way she wishes, and not
be coerced to do some-
thing she doesn't like just
because she’s married.
Travel is not pleasur-
able to everyone. Flying
is a big pain in the butt
and can even be harmful
to a person’s health if he
or she is susceptible to
deep-vein thrombosis.
You should have recom-
mended instead a session
or two of counseling so
both parties can get their feelings
out in the presence of a neutral
party. Maybe then the husband
will be more accepting of his
wife’s preferences.
— M.M. in Kingston, N.Y.
Dear M.M.: Although I didn’t
intend to be, you are not the only
reader who felt my reaction to

Grown sibling steals from parents

Dear Annie: 1am
one of five adult sib-
lings. The four oldest of
us are married, with
families and good jobs.
The youngest sibling,
“Lon,” still lives at home
with our elderly parents.
We jokingly refer to his
basement bedroom as
his hidey-hole.

Lon has no job, no job
prospects and no desire
to get a job. We've had plenty of
discussions in which Lon has
been strongly encouraged to get
out of our parents’ home, to no
avail.

It has recently come to my
attention that Lon is using my
parents’ credit cards to make
online purchases. He does this
in the presence of my teenage
children, who are then instruct-
ed not to tell Grandma. The
packages come in the mail, and
my brother sneaks them off to
his hidey-hole.

T have two problems with this.

Dear Abby

Annie’s Mailbox

“Homebody's” problem was
harsh. Read on:

Dear Abby: You are usually
sensitive to problems and con-
cerns, yet you assume that
“Homebody” simply refuses to
go. I sometimes become
panicked just going on
errands, out of town,
etc. To go to faraway
lands promotes whole
new fears.

My advice would be
for “Homebody” to
explain to her husband
why she doesn’t want to
go, and then reach a
compromise. If he
really wants to spend
time with her, I'm sure
he won’t care where
they go. Perhaps they
could find a destination that both
of them would be happy with.

— Staying Put in Texas

Dear Staying g “Although I
am all for compromise, I suspect
compromise might be difficult for
someone who hungers to visit the
game parks in Africa, ride a
gondola on the canals in Venice

First, my brother is
blatantly stealing from
my parents.

And second, my
children are being
asked to lie to me and
to their grandma. I
have approached Lon
and told him that my
children will no longer
be allowed at their
grandparents’ house
unless I am with them.
Tlet him know it was
his responsibility to explain this
to my parents.

He has yet to do so.

My children used to visit my
parents daily, but not anymore.
Mom has started to question me
about why her grandchildren
aren’t coming around.

To make matters worse, my
father is literally on his death-
bed.

My mother is taking care of
him during his final days with
the assistance of hospice nurs-

or walk on the Great Wall of

Since your problem is fears and
panic, please read the next letter

carefully:

TILUQ

Dear Abby: 1, too, was a home-
body. Now I am divorced.

T went to very few restaurants,
complained about traffic and

GLOIC

JUML

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2004 Tribune Media
Al Rights Reserved.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion

EILE

ervices. Inc.

crowds, attended no concerts or
‘movies. After nine years of put-

ting up with my phobia, my wife
divorced me. to save

LLEXT ]

our marriage by seeking help
from my doctor. He prescribed

NEPTLY

HOW THE CHJLDREN

medication that saved me from

becoming a hermit I r X] LEARNED TO ADD
Please urge “Homebody” to BEFORE COM-

constlt her Goctor, G PUTERS,

— Bob in Indiana
Dear Bob: Thank o Jor shar-

DARAPE

ing your personal experience.
glad to know that you recewed

Ol

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as

()|

effective help for your problem
and are doing befter.
Letters for this column — with your

90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate Yesterdays |

es. I don't want to dump this on
her.

Any advice on how to handle
this sensitive issue?

— Concerned in Washington

Dear Concerned: You are
inadvertently punishing your
parents by keeping the children
away, and it will not stop Lon
from stealing, nor will it force
him to come clean.

Let the kids back in the house,
and instruct them not to cover for
their uncle. Then discuss the
situation with your siblings so
they will back you up.

Inform Lon the party’s over,
and when Mom is in a better
position to cope, you will tell her
exactly what's going on. Let’s
hope he takes this opportunity to
clean up his act.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column,
Please e-mail your questions o annies-
mailbox@comcast.net, or write to:
Anmic’s Mailboe, /o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

GRAFFIT

Dennis the Menace
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&
Answer:

Jumbles:
Answer:

by the above cartoon

{Answers tomorrow)
ENJOY ~ AGENT  BALLET  WIZARD
What the teen said when his younger brother
played his drums — "BEAT IT"

Family Circus

o tamilycircas com

“I'll let you know when your hair

needs combing, PJ.”

©Gary Larson
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Birds of prey know they're cool.
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SCOREBOARD
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Pro football — CFL Crun
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day (did), SPT.

a nnis — U.S. Open: First round, 1a.m. and
5 p.m. Wednesday, (SPT).
Radio
re feeds from AFN in California.
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Same might not af in allareas)
College football — Texas A&M at Utah,
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Firestone Indy 225
Indy Racing League

At Nazareth Speech
agareth Seeca
lhpP o

eng
(Esﬂ)nDan T Belcon. Sanara| Nond;, 225,
3 Tony Kanaan, Dallara-Honda, 225,
; &) ario Franchiti, Dallara-Honda, 225,

10) Buddy Rice, Panoz G Force-Honda,
. {1y Helo Castroneves, allara-Toyota,
&) Barren Manning, Panoz 6 Force-Toyo-

ta, 225, $45,100.

() Adri_ Dan_Fern Dandez, Panoz G
Force:} Honda‘ 225, $44,400.
$4:

BE.

(7) Bryan Herta, Dallara-Honda, 225,
(12) Scott Dixon, Panoz G Force-Toyota,

) Vitor Meira, Panoz G Force-Honda,

(zﬁwsosm Hornish Jr., Dallara-Toyota,
m A\ex Barron, Dallara-Chevrolet,

o Tcmas Scheckter, Dallara-Chevro-

4, élsy J3aues Lazier, Dallara-Chevrolet,
23,
55U

6. (19) Felipe Giaffone, Dallara-Chevrolet,
7. (20) Tora Takagi, Dallara-Toyota, 219,

8. (13) Townsend Bell, Dallara-Chevrolet,
181, accident, $33.600.
(21) Scott Sharp, Dallara-Toyota, 179,
ient, $32 400,
(22) Ed Carpenter, Dallara-Chevrolet,
, accident, $31.20(
i (18) Kosuke Matsuura, Panoz G
ge-Honda, 115, mechanical, $31.200. ©
z

0277

z:fg

Foyt IV, Dallara-Toyota, 223,

Forge-Honda, o, ccdent ssn 200,
Time of race: 1 hour, 46 mifutes, 11
secon
‘Margin of victory: 3.553 seconds.
Winners average speed: 113574 mph.
lags:

Caution

Lead chang

ap leaders: Castroneves 163 Kanaan 63,
Castmneves eh101. Hornish Ur. 12145,
Kanaan 146, Wheldof, 147-225,

Series driver starmngs. 1. Kkanaan, 503. 2.
wWheldon, 431, 3. Rice, 427. 4. Castroneves,
359. 5. Franchitti, 354, 6. Hornish, 314 7.
Fernandez, 312 8. Meira, 302. 9. Manning,
296. 10. Herta, 295.

Grand Prix of Montreal
‘Champ Car World Series
)
At Clrwlt Glllesvllmewe

nq ?ém. in parentheses)
IR R et Y
la/Bridgestone

14, (8) Justin Wilson, Ford-Cosworth/Lola/
Bridgestone, 55, mechanlca\

15, () Sebastien Sourdais, Ford-Cos-
worthyLola/Bridgestone, 42, conitact.

16, (1) Gy smith, _Ford:CosworthyLola/

RSN

a/Bridgestone, 21, mechanical.
13 T6) rgyan Hun(er—Reay, Ford-Cosworth/
Lola/Bridgest

6,38 Seconds.

nner’s avera‘ge shesd: 113 049,

Caution fia

{<ad changes: s betieena

Lap le: uumauslzo e shinger
ominguyez 26-35; Bourdals 36-41, All-
ngar 45.45; Junqueira o

ver standings: 1, Bouriais 258.2.

Junqueira 224, 3, T 3.4, Taglian 181. 5

Carentier 181, 6, Dominguz 175. 7 Allmen

inger 159. 8, Hunter-Reay 147. 9. Vasser 146.

10. Servia, 138.

Pro football

NFL preseason

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W LT peteEPA
21 61 40
1 8 2
1 % 39
1 5
South
2 4018
2 58 65
2 % 2
1 B 69
North
2 2
2 a1 53
2 8 51
cincinnati 1 a7 &
West
Qakland 70 67
Denver 2 73 5
it 1 6 &
San Diego 1 75 60
NATIONAL CON
East
w P
Washington 2 60 68
palas 1 21 38
1 6 68
Phliadaiphia 1 53 68
South
Carolina 3 70 57
Atlanta 2 64 58
New Orleans 2 54 5
Tampa Bay 2 3 30
§ North
chicago H 46 40
Minnesota 2 70 43
etr 1 43 55
Green Bay 1 2 4
West
seattle 2 50 42
St. Louis 1 a5 40
rizona 0 378
San Francisco 5 76
Pittsburgh 27,
lay’s ga
NLY. Jets 17, N'Y- Clants 10
Minnesota 23, San Francisco 10
St.Louis 28, Washington 3
Jacksonville 5, Green bay 7

New Orieans 17, Chicago 13
Denver 31 Houston
Seattle 2, sgn Diego 20

y's games
Tampa Bay T rany
Atlanta 37, Ciricinnati 10

Indianapolis 30, Buffalo 17
Gleveland 21, Kansas City 19
akland 17, Azona

day's game
Tennessee at Dallas
Thursday, Sept. 2
arolina at Pittsb

Pratt e er
st Louis at
S Bleaca0en) Francws%os
Philadelphia at N.Y. Jets'
Atlanta at Washington
Indianapolis af Cincinnati
Green Bay at Tennessee
jami at New Orleans
cmcago at cleveland

Ryder Cup rosters
Rosters fo the Ryd r Cup matches Sept.
17-19 at Oakland Hills Country Club in Bloom-
field Hills, Mich. (x -captain’s pick):

States
Chad campben xJStcwart Cink, Chris 0i-

Marco, Fred Funk, Jim Furyk, x-Jay H:
Davis Love Il ickelson, Kenny pery.
ch “Toms, Tiger Woor

i
|ga‘n pomter, Eng\and' Lee West weod, En:

Shi Hyun Ahn, $27315 275 -13

=
22

urton, $8.871
Wendy Warc, Su571

Pro basketball

at Houston
sacramento at Seattle
San Antonio at Los Angeles

Tennis
U.S. Open

qudnr
At The USTA National Tens
New Y

rst Round
Amelie Mauresmo (2) France, def. Maris-
sa Irvin, United S
W SUobAS (13 Japan, det. Teryn Ash
ley,Umited states, 7562
aria Ventorkabefl (31) venezuela, def.
Conchita Martinez Spain, 6,62, &3
ance aScmavone(IGL iy, . Kara
Kouka\ova ‘Czech Rep
Gisela Bulko, Argentina, dei Tamarine Ta-
nasugarn, Thailand, 7-6 (3), 6:3,
Julia Velclenko, Ukraine, def. Amber L,
unte 3 st
ugenia Llne(ska o
Grande Ry, S176-

™ Waterllouse Cup
Sunday
At The Hamlet Golf and Country Club
Commack, N.Y,
Purse: $380, . Series)
‘Surface: Hard-Outdoor
Singles
_Championship .
Lleyton Hewitt (2), Australia, def. Luis
Horna (9), Peru, 6-3, 6-1.

Pro soccer

Major League Soccer

Russia, def. Rita

Pls GF GA
Netrostars 333
10 31 25 2
St 73
New England 2 30 3
Chicago 10823233
. Pts GF GA
Kansas City 1 353123
Los Angeles 6838 3% 2
Colorado T9B AN
Dallas 95 N B
san Jose. . 7 731 3 :
{oNOTE: Three points for victory, one point
Saturday's games
ited 0, New England 0, tie

C. Uni
Bafiad i chita
Colorado o, S Juse 0,

s

Columbus 1, Metrostare ot
inesday’s game

Kansas City at Chicago
furday, Sept. 4

san Jose at New England

Los Angeles at Columbus

TANK MCNAMARA

6 Patrick Carpentir,
Lolavridgestone, 65,
3 ario Dominguez, Ford-Cosworth/
I.o\a/sndges(one, 69.
Tracy, Ford-Cosworth/Lola/
srtdgguon

Rlimendinger, Ford-Cosworthy
Lola/Bridacstone 66
. (12) Michel Jourdain Jr, Ford-Cosworth/
Lofa/Bridgestone
) Alex Tagliani, Ford-Cosworth/Lola/
Brdgesione, 9.

imy Vasser, Ford-Cosworth/Lo-
Ia/Briddestone, 6%
| Servia, Ford-Cosworth/Lola/
Bridgestone. 65,
10.(15) woberm Gonzalez, Ford-Cosworth/
Lola/Bridgestor
/Kool Lavin, Ford-CosworthvLo-

la/Bridgestone, 69.
z, (48 Gadton Mazzscane, Ford-Cos-
worthyLola/Bridgeston.

ﬂG‘( Dll? YA FOLLOW
M~

“ilar hind@Iankmeamara Gom

How MAKY MEASLY 60LDS
DID HE END UP WITH? FIVE,
SIX AT THE MOST?

Reyard)BNdgestone, &

D.C. United at Chicago
Mefrostars at Kansas City
Dallas at Colorado.

World Cup
North American Division

W'L T GF GA Pts
Canada 0000 00
Russia 0000 00
Slovakia 0000 00
United States_ 0000 0 0

European Diyision
WL'T GF GA Pts
Czech Republic 0000 00
Finland 0000 00
Germany 0000 0 0
000 0 0

Round Robin_

Monday,
At Helsinki, Finiand
Czech Republic vs, Finland
Tuesday, Aug. 31
At Stockholm, Sweden
Germany vs. Sweden
canada s. United States "
Sept.
Socknoty Sweden
Caech RepLbTC v Swe
ontreal
Canada us.Slovaida.
“Thursday, Sept.
A Coloans, Gertiany
Germany vs. Fnfan
& Paul, Minn.

United Stated vS Ruoa

Youth baseball

Little League World Series
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
Sunday, Aug. 29

Richmond, Texas 5, Nuevo Leon, Mexico 0
Championshi
Pabao, Curucao 5, Thousand Oaks, Calif. 2

Little League champions
¢ le'lfml2 Pabao, Curucao 5, Thousand Oaks,
Al
2003—Tokyo, Japan 10, Boynton Beach,

2002—Louisvile ky. 1, Sendaiy Japan 0
2001—Tokyo Kitastina 2, Apopka, Fla. 1
2000 Maracabo,”Veriézuela 3, Bellaire,

s 2
TS%2 osaka, Japan s, Phenix City, Ala. 0
1998—Toms River, N.J. 12, Kashima, Japan,

< Lo97—Guadalupe, Mexico 5, Mission Viejo,

aiif.

198 Talwan 13, Cranston, R1. 3

1995 Taiwan 1

1804 VcnnzuclaA Norghr\dgc, Calif, 3
93 —Long Beach ma 3

Weekend transact ns

American Lesgue
AMEIM ANGELS “Activated 38
Glaus from the 66-day DL, Place
o O o-gay bl réttoacave 1o Au
24. Optioned RHP Matt Hensley to Sale Lake
of the PCL. Recalled INF Adam Riggs from
salt Lake. Designated OF Barry Wesson for

assignment.

ST, ROVALSRecalled - LHP
Jimmy’ Gobble from Omaha of the PCL.
Baeeh g scott sulivan on the 15.day OL,

retroactive o .%
(ORK YANKEES —Recalled OF Bubba
L mbys of the IL. Optioned
RHP 2o Procmr o Coum
EATTLE MAR} Blaced RHP Clint Na-
geotte on the 15-day DL Recalled fHP Cha
eung Baek from Facoma of

jonal Lea
CHICAGO CUBS--Placed ?: le_Farn:
SR O nC 2y 81 ocalled ARP 004

HOUSTON ASTROS —Designated RHP David
weathers for assignment,

MILWAUKEE ~ BREWERS —Activated INF
Keith Ginter from the 15-day DL. Optioned
\[w “Trent Durrington to Indianapolls of the

EW YORK METS—Recalled RHP Jae Seo
O MO oL TRE L
ST. LOUIS CARDINALS—Placed LHP Steve
op the 15-day DL Recalled LHP Randy
is of the PCL.

Brad Hennessey from Fresno of the PCL. Op-
ioned RHP David Aardsma to Fresno

‘Atiant

BRIDGEPORT BLOBFISHS Sned Rip Jere-

" EWARK BEARS —Signed RHP Mike Smith.
BASKETBALL

merican Basketball Association
KENTUGKY BOLONELS - Signed e Antwain
Barbour and G Anthony Epps.
o ONTARIO WARRIORS s-gnea G Curtis Mill-

JOHNSTOWN CHIEFS- Re- swgned F Steve
Hildenbrand.

CHARLESTON soUlHEnanamed Jason
Murra£ baseball coach.

LEATE Named Shondell Reed assis-

(ant athletic director, compliance coordina-

CORTLAND STATE—Named Azure Davey

assistant athietic_ director, Dwight Horni-

brok interim men's soccer coach and Heidi
Woodeock nte s soccer coach.

ed Cr

rettor ot hasketbal\ Oneranonsg and Jer-
maine Kimbrough men's assistant basket:
al

UCSAN DIEGO—Named Seorge Tuttle
ey SeSItan basketbal coach. Fromoted
Nick Earnest from team manager to men's
assistant basketball coach and T.J, Brown
from Voluntary assistant managef to team
mar
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Golden moments

The USA's Kerri Walsh teamed AP
with Misty May to roll through the  Gold.medalist Carly Patterson watches the American flag rise during
women's heach volleyball competi-  the medal ceremony for the individual all-around final. She is the first
tion. They didn't lose a set en American to win the event since Mary Lou Retton in 1984.

route to winning the gold medal at
on of Athen’s wildest venues.

AP

Rulon Gardner waves after taking off his shoes to symbolize his retire-
ment after defeating Sajad Barzi, of Iran, during the Greco-Roman
120kg wrestling bronze medal bout. The American heavyweight ended
a career that included a victory over the invincible Russian Alexander
Karelin in the gold medal match at the 2000 Sydney Games. Jason Gatlin reacts after winning the gold AP
medal in the 100-meters. He was a triple Crystl Bustos celebrates as she rounds the bases after
medalist and helped the U.S. rule the track. hitting the first of her two homers in the gold medal game.

Michael Phelps displays one of
the six gold medals he won.
Phelps didn't top the seven won
by Mark Spitz, but the swimming
phenom still was the talk of the
Games during the first week.

Members of the American men's eight boat, with coxswain Pete Cipollone at right, celebrate after they won the gold medal, the first in 40 years.
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Deena Kastor of the
United States cele-
brates her bronze
medal in the mara-
thon, the last lap of
‘which was run
around the Panathe-
niac Stadium, the
marble stadium that
hosted the first
Olympic Games in
1896. “It’s incre
ble,” Kastor said. “I
was in tears the
whole last lap.”
MIAMI HERALD/KRT

Mariel Zagunis jubilates after she took the gold medal in the women's individual sabre competition — the
first for the U.S. fencing team since 1904 and first medal ever for the women.

Gymnast Paul Hamm
celebrates with trainer
Don Rackey, right, after
wining the gold medal in
the men’s all-around.
The rest of the Olym-
pics didn't go as well
for Hamm, who sat
glumly after his routine
on the pommel horse
during the men’s gym-
nastics individual appa-
ratus finals. Hamm
placed sixth in the
competition, and had to
answer questions about
the all-around judging.

AP photos

ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER/AP

Mia Hamm, left, and Brazil's Tania fight for a header during the gold medal soccer game. Hamm and the
other five stalwarts on the American team said goodbye to their sport with gold medals.

Amanda Beard, of the United
States, reacts after swimming to a
gold medal in the 200-meter
breaststroke. Beard also won two
silver medals.

Andre Dirrell, right, from Flint,
Mich., bows after defeating
Cuba’s Yordani Despaigne
Herrera during the middleweight
boxing quarterfinals. Dirrell won
the bronze medal. Light
heavyweight Andre Ward was the
only American boxer to win gold.

AP photos
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Greeks lower curtain on successful Games

BY EDDIE PELLS
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — If anyone deserved
a party, it was the people of Athens.

The flame went out on the Olympics dur-
ing a closing ceremony Sunday night that
honored the birthplace of the Games with
an ebullient display of Greek pride and
symbolism, a relief-filled celebration of the
ancient and the new.

Famed Greek singer George Dalaras ser-
enaded the crowd. Dancers danced, arms
folded, legs kicking high, during an enact-
ment of a traditional Greek wedding. Fire-
works exploded over the stadium packed
full with 70,000 fans who waved twinkling
strobes they were given to light up the
show.

Hundreds of athletes from many of the
202 countries that participated mingled in
the center of the stadium and paraded
their flags — Canadian and Swiss, Ameri-
can and Brazilian — around the floor. They
were ringed by a cadre of security guards,
and a white security blimp hovered over-
head, just two of the strong reminders of
how much the world has changed since the
Sydney Games four years ago.

Later, the huge white torch that burned
brightly over the stadium for 17 days was
lowered and symbolic remnants of the
flame were passed to the people of Beijing,
where the Games will be held in 2008.

China’s capital city put on a short cere-
mony filled with a preview of what's to
come. Chinese string instruments played
and red-clad martial arts performers
romped around the stage.

Elaborately clad women wearing head-
dresses walked out on stilts. A giant, red
lantern popped up and, while a young Chi-
nese girl sang, a banner was unfurled that
said “Welcome to Beijing.”

China will have to put on quite a show to
match Greece, a poor country that spent
$8.5 billion to bring the Games back to
their home, and often wondered if the ef-
fort was worth it.

“The world discovered a new Greece,”
said Athens 2004 President Gianna An-
gelopoulos-Daskalaki, who made it all hap-
pen with her fierce determination to over-
come construction delays and avoid inter-
national humiliation.

DALLAS MORNING NEWS/AP

Flagbearers from the Olympic nations enter the stadium during the closing ceremony on
Sunday. Over 300 gold medals were awarded during the 19 days of the Olympics.

The three-week festival of sports was tu-
multuous, as expected, but not for the rea-
sons most people anticipated.

Athens put the finishing touches on its
Games with only days remaining — paint
really was still drying in some places when
the torch was lit. But the city put on a fan-
tastic — and safe — show, much to the sur-
prise of skeptics who fretted over the coun-
try’s readiness and security issues almost
from the day it was awarded the Games.

While Greece shone, the athletes, delega-
tions and even the fans were not as well-be-
haved.

These Games were marred by doping
scandals, booing in the stands and protests
by the teams. The misbehavior extended
right to the very end, when a man jumped
out of the crowd and tackled Brazilian mar-
athoner Vanderlei de Lima. He recovered,
and finished third.

“I think the Olympic spirit prevailed,
and I prevailed,” de Lima said during a
news conference, held in the bowels of the
stadium while the ceremony rocked on
above.

The complaints came in no fewer than
six sports, most notably in gymnastics,
where South Korea’s protest of American

AP

U.S. rower Kent Smack carries flags from
various nations during Sunday’s ceremony.

Paul Hamm’s all-around gold medal be-
came one of a handful of unsavory stories
that dominated the Games. Disgraced
Greek sprint stars Kostas Kenteris and Kat-
erina Thanou also played a role, and a
record two dozen athletes were caught on
doping cases.

On Sunday, though, it was time to cele-
brate the Olympic spirit and the Olympic

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER/KRT

The Olympic Flame is passed to a child
carrying a lantern during the closing cere-
monies of the Athens Games on Sunday.

hosts that held the first Games in 776 B.C.
and resurrected the modern-day version in
1896.

Athens was only one of the sites. The
Games also made a cameo appearances in
©Olympia to watch the shot put, and to Mara-
thon to stand on the spot where the race got
its name.

Mia Hamm was the U.S. flagbearer dur-
ing this, the last of three medal-winning ap-
pearances for her at the Olympics.

In his closing remarks, International
Olympic Committee President Jacques
Rogge lauded Athens, a city that came
close to having the Game: taken away be-
cause of massive construction delays.

“You have won,” Rogge said. “You have
‘won by bnllianlly meeting the tough chal-
lenge of holding the Games. These were un-
forgettable, dream Games.”

Drama: Athens was perfect Olympic theater

DRAMA, FROM BACK PAGE

The electricity meant victories.
The Americans dominated at the
track, collecting an Athens-best
24 medals. Even better, none
were caught using banned sub-
stances in the year of the burgeon-
ing BALCO scandal.

The drug-free  Americans
weren’t ugly, either. The U.S. ath-
letes, after getting pre-Olympic in-
structions on proper decorum, be-
haved perfectly — as did their
hosts. The Athens Games were a
success by acclamation, as pretty
as the blue skies above the Acrop-
olis each sunny morning.

“It was incredible to come in
here, to be so safe, to feel confi-
dent and relaxed,” said Phelps,
who stayed around an extra week
for the closing ceremony. “I can’t
say how great the city of Athens
has been.”

Great? Yes. Perfect? That de-

scribed the American softball
team.

The softballers, winning a gold
for their recently widowed coach,
did everything right in Athens,
taking nine straight games while
outscoring their opponents 51-1.
It was their third consecutive
Olympic title.

The ancient city did suffer
some modern Olympic woes —
doping problems (a record high
of 23 cases, with six medals
stripped), a gymnastics scoring
mistake that left gold medalist
Paul Hamm twisting in the wind,
and angry protests over the
later-canceled visit of U.S. Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell.

Few, however, could dispute In-
ternational Olympic Committee
President Jacques Rogge’s con-
tention that the Games were
“splendid” and the security just
“flawless.”

That was vital in the first Sum-

mer Games since Sept. 11, 2001,
with athletes competing under
202 flags. The sight of a blimp
wafting across the sky once sig-
naled a sponsor’s advertisement;
now, it was part of a $1.5 billion se-
curity plan.

But the attention turned quick-
ly to the athletes after the opening
ceremony.

There were disappointments:
The men’s basketball team, unde-
feated since NBA players joined
the mix in 1992, went home with
a bronze after losing three games
in Athens with its youngest roster

And track star Jones, the win-
ner of five medals in Sydney, won
nothing in Athens — losses that
only intensified the speculation fu-
eled by allegations she used ste-
roids in Australia. A botched
handoff in the 400-meter relay
led to a disqualification for the
American team, shortly after she
failed to medal in the long jump.

Jones wept, too.

But the downers were over-
shadowed by the only-in-Athens
moments, where the athletes of
the 21st century enjoyed a bit of
time travel.

In Ancient Olympia, where the
games were born 28 centuries
ago, American Adam Nelson won
asilver in the shot put. Following
the route first run by Pheidip-
pides in 490 B.C., U.S. marathon
runner Deena Kastor captured
the bronze, running her last lap
around the marble Panathinaiko
Stadium that hosted the 1896
Games.

The Games ended in the new
Olympic Stadium, the 72,000-seat
facility designed by Spanish archi-
tect Santiago Calatrava, with a
closing ceremony attended by
thousands of Olympic athletes
from around the world. The jour-
ney to Beijing is next for many of
them.

America’s “Dream Team” wasn’t
its much-hyped group of NBA
stars, but its softball team, which
‘dominated Olympic competition
on the way to a gold medal.

“It’s amazing and it never gets
old,” said soccer player Kristine
Lilly, herself a three-time Olympi-
an. “It’s an experience I'll cherish
forever.”
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Beijing buildup under way

China out to make 2008 Games most organized, competitive ever

BY NIKO PRICE
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — Even be-
fore the athletes claimed all the
gold in the Athens Games, the
buildup to the 2008 Beijing Olym-
pics was in full swing.

They could be the most elabo-
rate, best organized and most
competitive Games ever. They
could also be the toughest yet for
the United States.

“It’s almost like a buildup to a
war,” said Bob Condron, a spokes-
man for the U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee.

The countdown to China began
Sunday, when Beijing's mayor
took possession of the Olympic
flag during an eight-minute pag-
eant at the Athens closing ceremo-
ny tying ancient Olympia to the
Great Wall of China. Directing
was Zhang Yimou, famous for his
visually lush movies including
“Raise the Red Lantern” and the
Oscar-nominated “Hero.”

China wants to show that it is
going all out, and this is a country
that knows how to go all out. After
all, it built the Great Wall. It re-
cently remodeled its largest cit-
ies, sacriﬁcing entire neighbor-
hoods for six-lane avenues and
skyscrapers. In 1958, it imple-
‘mented a misguided industrializa-
tion plan with such fervor that 40
million people starved to death.

Now, after a two-decade shift
from closed socialist fiefdom to-
ward global economic power-
house, China plans to use the
Olympics to demonstrate that the
world’s most populous nation is a
surging force to be reckoned with
— and not only in sports.

“The Games will be a kind of ve-
hicle to showcase China opening
up,” said Wang Wei, secre-
tary-general of the organizing
committee. “China is the biggest
developing country, the fast-
est-growing economy, and the
Olympics enjoy the greatest popu-
lar support in China.”

Condron put it more simply:
“This is the biggest coming-out
party in history.”

Organizers are trying to calm
concerns over their nation’s hu-
mans rights record — which
drew protests in Athens — and
pledging not to stifle the 20,000
journalists expected to journey to
Beijing.

To be a success, China be-
lieves, everything will have to be
perfect.

In sharp contrast to Greece,
which finished Olympic venues
only days before the Games
began, China drew up plans to
complete everything two years
early. A massive propaganda ma-
chine is spreading awareness of

Chinese construction workers carry a water hose past the Olympic rings on the streets of Bei
i i il which was plagued by delays and finished

June 7.

Summer Olympics
host cities
96 Athens
00  Paris
04  St. Louis
06  Athens
08 London
12 Stockholm
20  Antwerp
24 aris
928  Amsterdam
932  Los Angeles
36 Berlin
48 London
52 Helsinki
56 Melbourne
60 Rome
64 Tokyo
68 exico City
72 unich
76 ontreal
80 loscow
84 0s Angeles
88 eoul
92  Barcelona
96  Atlanta
00 Sydney
04  Athens
08  Beijing
body,” said with a
#»  chuckle.
) He Huixian, a vice chairman of
) China, on the Chinese Olympic Committee,

e of its. 1g is planning on finishing two years
early. “If you need a million men to finish a stadium, you make a phone call and they're there overnight,” said

Olympic documentary filmmaker Bud Greenspan, who has worked closely with China’s Olympic organizers.

Among China’s goals is domination of international sports and the Olym-
pic medal count. Liu Xiang's gold medal in the men’s 110-meter hur-
dles Friday is evidence that they're making progress toward that goal.

sports and Olympic traditions
among China’s 1.3 billion people.
‘The government is falling over it-
self to prepare infrastructure —
even changing laws to please IOC
officials.

“If you need a million men to
finish a stadium, you make a
phone call and they’re there over-

night,” said Bud Greenspan, the
Olympic documentary filmmak-
er, who has worked closely with
Chinese organizers.

The Chinese people are no less
passionate about the Games than
their government. When the
Olympic torch came thro
China in June on its way to

Greece, Wang said, more than 1
muhun “people turned out to see it
pas!

“The celebration, the atmo-
sphere was great,” he said. “Just
imagine when the Beijing open-
ing ceremony takes place. It's
going to be fantastic!”

The government recently re-
vised its construction plans, delay-
ing them to finish one year before
the Games. The reason? The Inter-
national Olympic Committee, ac-
customed to pressuring host na-
tions to speed up their efforts, sug-
gested China slow down to averta
cash-flow problem.

To the dismay of other nations,
the I0C cannot offer such guid-
ance to China’s sports machine. It
is roaring ahead with a single
goal: to destroy all competition in
2008. The United States, the med-
als winner in Athens, is enemy
No. 1.

“The Chinese buildup is the
most massive in sports history,”
Condron said. “They may be so
good that they could put the med-
als race out of sight.”

China participated in 14 of 28
sports in Sydney. In Athens, it
competed in 26. Its goal for 2008
is to enter athletes in every sport
— athletes who can win.

“They’re going to swamp every-

&k The Chinese buildup is the most massive in sports history. They may be so good that

they could put the medals race out of sight.??

Bob Condron

U.S. Olympic Committee

said his nation has stepped up
training for young people in
sports like swimming and track
and field — competitions in
which many medals are awarded
but China has traditionally field-
ed weak teams.

Those efforts have already
begun to pay off: Look no further
than China’s two gold medals in
track and field Friday.

Other sports powers — the Unit-
ed States, Russia, Germany and
Australia — also are targeting re-
sources to boost athlete training,
but China’s push is more efficient
because the government funds
and exerts strong control over
sports.

Children are tested at a young
age to determine if their bodies
will develop appropriately for a
certain sport, then are placed into
government-funded sports
schools that have demanding
training schedules but offer
major perks for the children’s
families.

The head of the Russian Olym-
pic delegation observed that the
Chinese system is really the old
Soviet system, and “they just took
it from us.”

China’s delegation to Athens
even sacrificed some older ath-
letes in favor of less qualified
younger ones, so they could gain
Olympic experience that will help
them triumph in 2008.

“If the home team doesn’t per-
form well, you don’t have a good
atmosphere in the Games,” Wang
said.

Asked whether that meant
China would steamroll over the
competition, Wang gave a know-
ing smile and a humble response.

“No need to be frightened,” he
said.

Niko Price is correspondent-at-large for

he Associated Press.
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U.S. triumphs tempered
by some disappointments

BY JAIME ARON
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece — By all ac-
counts, the United States had a
great Olymplcs

mericans won 103 medals,
more than in Sydney or Atlanta.

ichael Phelps put on a show
for the ages, capped by a wonder-
ful lesson in sportsmanship. Paul
Hamm offered a tremendous re-
minder about never giving up.

The amazing thing is, it could
have been better.

Americans won just 35 gold
medals, the fewest since Montre-
al, 28 years ago. Phelps fell short
of the goal he set and $1 million
bonus he craved. And Hamm is
still defending the legitimacy of

is triumpl

So whlle “Athens will go down
as one of the best Summer Games
for the red, white and blue, don’t
put it at the top of the list.

These great Olympics could
have been superb. But something
always got in the way.

Look at Phelps.

He won eight medals, some-
thing no American and only one
other Olympian had done. The let-
down was that two were bronze.
Had they been gold, he would've
met his dream of breaking the
record of seven golds won by
Mark Spitz in 1972 — and cullecl-
ed a $1 million bonus.

“I can’t say enough about what
an honor it was to even have the
opportunity to attempt that,”
Phelps said Sunday.

Phelps could have closed his
games by swimming the butterfly
leg of the 400-meter relay. In-
stead, he gave his spot to team-
mate and top rival lan Crocker,
not because he was tired but so
they could both get a medal. They
did

Schooltedchem and coaches
can get a lot of mileage out of that
one. They also can tell kids about
Hamm, who went from a vault
landing that sent him tumbling
onto the judges’ table — and into
12th place — to winning the
all-around gold with two near-per-
fect performances.

He was hardly able to savor the
comeback, though, because of a
scoring squabble that has outlast-
ed the Olympic flame. The caul-
dron was extinguished Sunday
night, but the Court of Arbitration
for Sport headed back to Lau-

ing
quest to have the top three reshuf-
fled with its gymnast on top.

The list of U.S. champions in-
cludes the expected, like Phelps
and the softball and women’s bas-
ketball squads; the hoped for, like
Hamm and fellow gymnast Carly
Patterson; and pleasant surpris-
es, like Mariel Zagunis winning
the first American gold in fencing
since 1904.

More notable are the names

Olympics since adding NBA play-
ers in 1992. The squad formerly
known as the Dream Team got
bronze.

US. divers would have loved
one of those. They were shut out
for the first time in 92 years.

American boxers had their
worst Olympics in 56 years, win-
ning just two medals. At least one
was gold, though, the first by the
squad since 1996.

In track, medal sweeps in the
men’s 200 and 400 meters were
great. Silver in the men’s 400
relay and a disqualification in the
women’s race weren't. The men
had won seven of the last nine
times they entered. The women
had won four of the last five.

The male track team ended up
with its most medals since 1992.

The women had their fewest
since '76, hindered by having left
some of their best sprinters home
in the wake of a steroid scandal.

There also was turnover within
the team. Justin Gatlin, Allyson
Felix and Lauryn Williams were
among a new wave of Olympians
who sparkled, while established
stars like Gail Devers, Allen
Johnson and Stacy Dragila failed
to even make any finals.

Rulon Gardner, the best story
in Sydney, wasn’t able to defend
his wrestling gold medal. He
wasn't too upset, though. The
bronze he won was just as pre-
cious because of what he’d been
through since 2000: a near-fatal
snowmobile wreck that cost him a
toe, a motorcycle crash and a dis-
located wrist playing basketball.

Then there are the ones that got
away, like shot putter Adam Nel-
son tying for first but getting sil-
ver on the tiebreaker because he
fouled on all of his other throws.

And how about the S0-meter,
three-position rifle event? Matt
Emmons took a commanding lead
into his final blast, then shot the

Carly Patterson became the first Am

U.S. swimmer Michael Phelps
tied an Olympic record with eight
medals, and capped off his Games
with a lesson in sportmanship by
giving up his spot in the final relay
to teammate/rival lan Crocker.

wrong larget The goof sunk him
to

A wlth any Games, this was the
last hurrah for many champions.

Swimmer Jenny Thompson,
who won two silvers to bump her
American-best career medal total
to 12, isn’t likely to be back for a
fifth games.

Dawn Staley is calling it quits
after leading the women’s basket-
ball team to three straight golds.
And the five stalwarts on the wUm-
en’s soccer team — Mia
Julie Foudy, Brandi Chaslam Joy
Fawcett and Kristine Lilly — are
also going out in golden style.

“It's not about the medal,”
“it's about the

an woman since Mary Lou

Retton in 1984 to win the all-around title. She also won two silvers.

Stars and flops of Athens

ATHENS, Greece — The stars and
flops of the Olympics:

Stars

® Michael Phelps won eight
medals, tying the record for most
at one Olympics with six golds
and two bro

‘s Hicham EI Guierrou] of Moroc-
co became the first man in 80
years to sweep the Olympic mid-
dle-distance races, winning the
5,000 and outlastmﬁ rival Bernard
Lagat of Kenya in the 1,500.

. gymnast Paul Hamm won

the all-around, then endured a
controversy involving a South Ko-
rean whose routine was incorrect-
ly scored by judges. Hamm added
high bar and team silvers.

Carly Patterson became the
first American woman to win the
gymnastics all-around since Mary
Lou Retton in 1984. She also got sil-
vers in the team Competition and
on the

= The U< softball team — led
by Cryst! Bustos, Jennie Finch, Cat
Osterman and Lisa Fernandez —
was dominant on its gold-medal
march, outscoring opponents

1-1

5
L “The U.S. women’s basketball
m — a star-studded lineup
that included Dawn Staley, Lisa
Leslie and Sheryl Swoopes — beat
Australia 74-63 for gold.
® Andre Ward won the light
heavyweight gold, one of only
two UsS. boxing medals.

03 S. men’s elite_eight
o b B e Gl
Semifinals, then ended a 40-year
American drought in rowing gold
medals.
Mariel Zagunis of the United
States won gold in saber — the
first for the U.S. fencing team
since 1904 and first medal ever

for the women.

B Irags soccer team madle an
unexpe:
bronte-medal game, losing 1-0to

taly,
sprinter Justin Gatlin held
oftthe Held o.win the 100 metare
in 985 seconds to claim the title
of world's fastest m:
remy Wariner won  the
400-meter run, leading a U.S.
sweep with Otis Harris and Der-
rick Brew.
Abby Wambach’s 10-yard
header lifted the United States to
a 2-1 win over Brazil for soccer
Gold in the last game for World
Cup _champion _veterans Mia
Hamm, Julie Foudy and Joy Fawc-
eft.

B el Holmes of Eritain
urged to win the 1500 meters
Jold, clinching a rare’ middle dis:
tance Olympic double after win-
ning the
Yelena Isinbayeva of Russia
world record in the pole
Vault for the fourth time this year,
clearing 16-1% to win gold in a
duel with teammate Svetlana Feo-
fanova,
B US. beach volleyball stars
sty May and Kerri Walsh we
golu without losing a set,
W Israeli windsurfer Gal Frid-
man won sailing’s Mistral class,
his nation’s first Olympic ‘gold

Flops

W Marion Jones left Athens with-
out a medal after a botched hand-
off in the 400-meter relay and a
mediocre fifth-place long jump.
She won five medals four years
ago in Sydney.

The US. men's basketball
team Ipst fs opening game to Pu-
erto Rico by 19 points and added
two more losses en route to a
bronze medal.

W Greek sprinters Kostas Kent-
eris and Katerina Thanou were
disgraced by allegations they
tried to avoid a doping test, then
hours later were involved in a sus-
picious motorcycle wi

Champion perdita Fel-
icien of Canada was in tears on
the track after slamming into a
hurdle and knocking Russian Irina
Shevchenko out of the 100-meter
hurdles.

After winning gold in the
50-meter prone event, U.S. shoot-
er Matt Emmons blew a great
chance for another gold when he
fired at the wrong target in
three-position rifle.

W Russian gymnastics diva Svet-
lana Khorkina fell off the uneven
bars, leaving her without an Olym-
pic dold in her specialty event.

® American Allen Jjohnson, a
four-time world champion and
1996 Olympic gold “medalist,
crashed in the second round of
the 110 hurdles and failed to adr

vance.
W At least six medals — three
golds — were revoked because of

doping.

W The Athens Olympics were hit
by numerous scoring and judging
disputes, affecting gymnastics,
swimmin, questrian, rowing
and fencing.

— Tim Korte
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From scandal to ambush, Athens had it all

ATHENS, Greece
't began with a scandal in the sprints
and ended with an ambush in the mar-
athon.
The first rocked the host nation.
The second startled everyone else.

All it proved is that for grand stages and
stunning surprises, there is still nothing in
sports quite like the Olympics.

Only at the Games could U.S. swimmer
Michael Phelps win six golds and two
bronze, and leave people wondering what
might have been. Then he did something al-
most as impressive. Phelps handed his
spot on the 400-meter medley relay team
to friend and rival Ian Crocker, took a seat
in the stands, and cheered his heart out.

“I wanted to come in here and I wanted
to win one gold medal.

And I did it the first night,” Phelps said.
“So, from then on out I was here to have
fun and ... represent my country as best as
Icould.”

Nowhere else could Moroccan Hicham
El Guerrouj, the greatest middle-distance
runner of all-time, leave everybody mur-
muring about what should have been. He
won the 1,500 gold after failing twice be-
fore at the games, and then added the 5,000
— a double that hadn’t been accomplished
since Paavo Nurmi did it in 1924.

Only at the Olympics could U.S. gymnast
Paul Hamm go home with a gold wonder-
ing what still might be.

And only here could two dozen athletes
get busted for drugs — more than twice the
number at Sydney four years ago — and
have it widely hailed as a success.

“These were the Games where it became
increasingly difficult to cheat and where
clean athletes were better protected,” I0C
chief Jacques Rogge said at the closing cer-
emony Sunday night.

Against all odds, ev-
erything came togeth-
er spectacularly at the
last minute for the or-
ganizers.  Precious
few athletes, however,
were so blessed.

Members of the
U.S. men’s basketball
team, by reputation
the biggest lock at the
start of the Games,
stumbled over their
size 15 sneakers and
had to scramble for
bronze. The win that knocked them out pro-
pelled Argentina to the top of the medal
stand, but their countrymen were probably
too busy celebrating to notice. Only in a soc-
cer-mad land like Argentina would certain
gold in their national pastime trump the
biggest upset of the Games.

Upset is how the Greeks felt when home-
town heroes Kostis Kenteris and Katerina
Thanou skipped a drug test on the eve of
the opening ceremony to take a mysterious
midnight motorcycle ride that ended with
both forced to withdraw from the Games.

U.S. track star Marion Jones was fortu-
nate to stay ahead of the drug testers, but
she couldn’t say the same about the compe-
tition.

She was soundly beaten in the long
jump, then undone in the 400-meter relay
by a botched pass of the baton.

“It exceeded my wildest dreams,” she
said afterward, “in a negative sense.”

Brazilian marathoner Vanderlei de Lima
knew exactly how she felt. He was leading
the race with about 10 minutes and three
miles to go when a defrocked Irish priest in
a bizarre costume stepped onto the course
and shoved de Lima into the crowd. De

Jim Litke

Lima got back into the race, but was even-
tually passed by the winner, Stefano Baldi-
ni of Ttaly.

“I’m not going to cry forever about the in-
cident, although it broke my concentra-
tion,” de Lima said, “but I managed to fin-
ish and the bronze medal in such a difficult
marathon is also a great achievement.”

Not everyone was treated so cruelly.

Greco-Roman wrestler Rulon Gardner
couldn’t duplicate the drama he staged in
Sydney, but at least he left on his terms.
With tears rolling down his face and an
American flag cradled in his arms, Gard-
ner took off his shoes and left them in the
middle of the mat — as eloquent a retire-
ment ceremony as there is in sports.

“I came back and won a medal. Even
though it's bronze, I have no regrets be-
cause I gave 100 percent in every match,”
Gardner said.

His leavmg was offset by arrivals every
bit as inspiring.

Chinese sprinter Liu Xiang won the
110-meter hurdles to become his nation’s
first gold medalist in track and equaled the
world record of 1291 seconds in the bar-
gain. It was the centerpiece of a haul of 32
golds — second only to the United States
total of 35 — that sent a shiver down the
spine of every nation headed for Beijing in
2008, when the Olympics become home
games for the world’s most populous nation.

Some nations, though, were too busy
shivering with joy to notice.

Windsurfer Gal Fridman won Israel’s
first gold. Ahmed Al Maktoum, a wealthy
sheik, gave the United Arab Emirates its
first gold in trap shooung Taiwan gnl its
first in the pub-

years on the road, but some things never
Cchanged.

Among the athletes stripped of their
medals was Russian shot putter Irina Ko-
rzhanenko. She tested positive for steroids,
a case that was particularly distressing
since she became the first woman to win a
gold at Ancient Olympia, the hallowed site
where the Olympics were born in 776 B.C.

A scandal of a more recent vintage
reared its head when the International
Gymnastics Federation, known as FIG, sus-
pended three judges and acknowledged
that South Korean Yang Tae-young — who
finished two places down the podium from
Hamm in the closest all-around finish in
Olympic history — should have been
awarded more points for his routine based
on the degree of difficulty.

Had he been given the correct score,
Yang would have won the gold and Hamm
the silver. But a review of Yang’s perfor-
mance also revealed a mistake in his rou-
tine that would have resulted in his being
beaten by a wider margin.

Showing incompetence knows no
bounds, FIG boss Bruno Grandi then sug-
gested Hamm give the gold to Yang to get
the protesting South Koreans off his back.
But they left Athens without satisfaction,
awaiting a decision from the Court of Arbi-
tration for Sport on an appeal.

The South Koreans drew on the prece-
dent set by the IOC at the 2002 Salt Lake
City Games, when another judging scandal
resulted in a Canadian figure-skating pair
being awarded a duplicate gold.

atever wounds the IOC hoped to
close at the time, that move could turn out
to be the start of an epidemic.

Not long after the marathon ended, Bra-
it, too, would ask the arbitra-

lic in men’s 400-meter hurdles Chite -
nis and Georgia in judo.
The Games returned to Athens after 108

zil
tion panel for a duplicate gold.

Jim Litke is a national sports columnist for The
Associated Press. Write to him at: jlitke@ap.org
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Turin facing questions on readiness for 2006

BY ALAN ABRAHAMSON
Los Angeles Times

ATHENS, Greece — When the
flame went out Sunday night at
Olympic Stadium, the spotlight
shifted immediately to the next
edition of the Games, the Winter
Olympics in Turin, Italy, which
begin Feb. 10, 2006, not even 18
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months from now.

It's hardly certain, officials
said, that Turin — in Italian, Tori-
no, the name the city will be
called on NBC’s Olympic tele-
casts — will be ready.

For public consumption, Olym-
pic insiders express only modest
concern. Behind the scenes, they
are far more direct. Referring to
the troubled preparation for the
Athens Games — concerns over
construction, transportation, secu-
rity and cost overruns — a senior
Olympic official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, said, “We
will remember this as the great-
est, compared to Torino. Torino is
[messed] up.”

At the same time, Olympic offi-
cials also say the Turin Games
could — and should — set a new
standard for style and other “look
of the Games” issues, meaning
the way the Olympic venues look
in person and on television.

The Turin “look” is based on
the “piazza,” or city square,
which chief organizer Valentino
Castellani has described as the
“perfect Italian metaphor for the
Olympic Games — a place of pas-
sion and participation.”

“A  terrific  idea,”  said
Jean-Claude Killy, the three-time
1968 Grenoble Games skiing gold
medalist who oversaw the 1992
Winter Games in Albertville,
France, and now heads the Inter-

national Olympic Committee’s in-
spection team for Turin.

There are construction con-
cerns in Turin, just as there were
in Athens. For instance, will the
bobsled track be built in time?
“We have asked our friends in
Turin to accelerate prepara-
tions,” Jacques Rogge, IOC presi-
dent, said. “We are sure they will
deliver, but a sense of urgency is
needed. It is the same thmg we
asked our Athens friends.”

A long-standing concern has
been Turin’s plan to split action
between the city and the moun-
tains an hour’s drive away. The
ice sports will be in Turin, the
snow sports in the mountains.
Will it work? It worked well in
Salt Lake City and Nagano,
Japan, less so in Lillehammer,
Norway, and Albertville, France.

These Winter Games will be
the first Olympics in Italy since
the Summer Games in Rome in
1960, but much of the nation has
welcomed their approach with a
ho-hum attitude.

Turin is tucked into northwest
Italy, away from Rome, Milan, Na-
ples and Florence. Long Fiat's
base, it is the Detroit of Italy — a
car-company town — and hardly
amust-see on the tourist circuit.

That’s why local bidders sought
the Games — to change Turin’s
image, in the way that Barcelona
used the 1992 Games to promote

itself. That's also why the rest of
Italy has been lukewarm, the
Games seen as a regional, not na-
tional, phenomenon.

Rogge and Killy are to meet
with Italian Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi next month, hoping to
increase support.

In a further effort to generate
support, the Olympic torch for
the Turin Games relay will be pre-
sented next January — in Milan.

The relay will start Dec. 8, 2005
— in Rome. The flame will travel
throughout the country, in Paler-
‘mo for Christmas, Naples for New
Year’s, Cortina d’Ampezzo — site
of the 1956 Winter Games — on

. 26, 2006, the SOth anniversa-
1y of the opening ceremony there.

Perhaps most pressing for the
Turin Games, however, are ques-
tions about the management
structure, leadership abilities and
the lack of business and sports ex-
perience at the top of the Turin
2006 organizing committee.

Unlike recent organizing com-
mittees, here in Athens — there is
no undisputed chief executive.
Key responsibilities are often
shared by the committee’s presi-
dent, former Turin mayor Castel-
lani; deputy president Evelina
Christillin, and chief executive
Paolo Rota.

“We are totally aware of our
problems,” Christillin said, but
pledged that things would work
out, just as they did in Athens.
“We are sure our Games will be
good Games.”
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Broncos RB Anderson sidelined indefinitely

From wire reports

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — Den-
ver Broncos running back Mike
Anderson will see a specialist on
Monday for another opinion on
his groin injury, coach Mike Sha-
nahan said, but it appears Ander-
son will be out awhile.

Anderson could miss anywhere
from two months to the entire sea-
son.

Shanahan said the team won'’t
know how long Anderson will be
out until after he sees the special-

ist.

Luther Elliss has a partially
torn right pec-
toral muscle
and he could
be out two
weeks. Elliss,
who complete-
ly tore the

same muscle last year, said he
hopes to play in Denver’s season
opener against Kansas City on
Sept.12.

Anderson hurt his groin cover-
ing a punt with less than two min-
utes remaining in Friday’s exhibi-
tion game against Houston.

Anderson slimmed down to 227
pounds to return to tailback after
a couple of seasons at fullback.
He rushed for 163 yards and a
touchdown on 34 carries in the ex-
hibition season before the injury.

While Anderson is out, the
Broncos have rookie Tatum Bell
and veteran Garrison Hearst to
back up starter Quentin Griffin.

“That's why we got Garrison
this offseason, that’s why we draft-
ed Tatum Bell,” offensive coordi-
nator Gary Kublak said. “We're
built for this situation. You donl
like it, but we're built for it.

Even though they have good
depth at running back, the Bron-
cos were hoping for the best with

i

Denver Broncos running back Mike Anderson grimaces in pain after
injuring his groin in the fourth quarter against the Houston Texans.

Anderson.

“If anybody can make it back,
that one can,” Kubiak said. “He’s
a tough kid. Hopefully he will be
back.”

Browns QB Garcia
wants more action

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Nearly
every time he talks, Cleveland
Browns quarterback Jeff Garcia
has a new worry.

Two weeks ago he was con-
cerned that the offense wasn’t
maximizing his talents. Last
Wednesday, he lamented the
wide receivers’ lack of involve-
ment

But Garcia was clearly at his
most frustrated Saturday night
following the Browns’ penal-
ty-plagued 21-19 victory at Kan-
sas City.

The three-time Pro Bowler
who joined the Browns in March
criticized the coaching staff for
not playing him enough to get the
passing game ready for the Sept.
12 opener against Baltimore.

He’s run a total of 52 plays, not
counting penalties, in three pre-

season games. He’s completed 12
of 20 passes for 115 yards with a
long gain of 25 yards.

“Right now it's very frustrat-
ing. We need to find a way to get
on the same page,” Garcia said.
“Throwing the ball six or seven
times a game just isn’t going to do
anything for me and for the re-
ceivers. I'm new to this offense, T
need some opportunities.

“We haven't really seen enough
time on the field to get anything
going.”

Garcia said he was surprised at
the start of the second quarter
when new offensive coordinator
Terry Robiskie asked him if he
was ready to come out. The
Browns had just scored in three
plays, all runs by William Green
and Lee Suggs, to take a 7-6 lead
with 13:58 left before halftime.

“I said, ‘I haven’t done any-
thing. T don't feel like I've even
been in the game. I need at least
one more series,’ ” Garcia said he
told Robiskie. “1 got three more
plays, and that was it.

“I know the main thing is that
it's the regular season that

counts. We don’t want to risk inju-
ry. But I also want to find my way
and be able to get dirty and try to
make plays. It just seemed too
sporadic.”

Against the Chiefs, Garcia ran
15 plays, with five others nullified
by penalties for false start, illegal
formation and illegal motion.

As much as the passing game
needs to gel, Garcia expects to
play barely more than a quarter
in Friday’s home preseason finale
against Chicago.

Asked if he needed three quar-
ters. agamst the Bears, Garcia
said, “It’s not going to happen. It’s
the last preseason game. Now the
focus is more on preparing for
Baltimore than it is for Chicago.”

Boerigter might miss season

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Marc
Boerigter will undergo knee sur-
gery on Monday and might be lost
for the year, throwing Kansas
City’s tattered wide receiver
corps into even greater disarray.

Boerigter, who seemed ready
to rebound from a subpar 2003
season, twisted his right knee in a
noncontact play early in the
Chiefs’ 21-19 exhibition loss Sat-
urday night to Cleveland.

Coach Dick Vermeil said Sun-
day that doctors believe Boes
gter might have suffered liga-
ment damage.

“T'll know more tomorrow after
they operate as to what the projec-
tions are,” Vermeil said. “Person-
ally, I don’t believe [Boerigter
will return] this season. That hurt
me more than losing the game.”

The 6-foot-3 Boerigter totaled
420 yards and eight touchdowns
on just 20 catches in 2002, his
first year in the NFL. He slumped
last season but looked sharp all
through camp, catching four pass-

NFL transactions

ARIZONA CARDINALS—Released WR
chris Collins, WR Fablan Davis, PK Matt
Fordyce, DT Nate Hobgood-Chittick, L8
Issac Kéys, QB Chris Lewis, WR Dérek
McCoy and L8 Justin Smith.

ATLANTA FALCONS ~Relcased DE Rog,
gie Grimes, PK Damon buval, Q8 bavid
St 5 drandon Wintams, R Zack
Apron, € David Ashiin: az, WR Chris Curc rd,

Kevin_ Emanuel, T Willam Hen
Rodhey Reed, CB "pat Ricketts and L8
Deryck Toles.

\CKERS. Relegsed WR

Pl
RGN o Imired reserue and <B
hris Johnson on'the physically unabie
st
“/ACKSONVILLE _JAGUARS—Released
Wi Mathew Hatchdtte, C8 Be Adams,
Konrad E Miarces Ogdsn, RE
Soo . X ns Ru ert Giesple, W Hratt
Cherry, Lo Mik
R FredStamy oAWK Allen
i ORCLANS. SAINTS. OSHo5d. TE
Ky\e Acker, RS Tavian banks, W Kerwin
o 5 Dan abiti Davis,
OL Tacer Sk Tl P RB
Romcy e Mariscal, Tchris
Mekehvy and OB Rvan sorahan,
S Reieased CB Art Tho-
mas D8 Jarell Weayer, WR Carl ear
Q8 chis Finen, 0L
B Yo, B Rendy Chevrier and ST

Rory Klein

s Placed LB Jeremy
Loyd ang OT Kyle Turlay on Injured 8-
serve. Released TE Nick Burley, WR
Michael Coleman, €8 Robert Cromartie
Yai les da Russ Michna and DT

FRANGIS Waived WR Ar-
land Bruce, S Calvm T, 8 s Greg
Carothers, & Algnzo, Clinmingham, g
Brandon Boman, P Andy Gror m k!

s
L8 Melvin Simmon atd 6 Jason wnght

SEAMAVKS placed 08 Brock
Haars on Tnred re:

ESSEE TITANS- Released B Rob-
ert Kent, S Akil Gram DE Louis Gachelin
and WR Jake Robe

WASHINGTON REDSKINS —Released LB
Kevin Mitchell, WR Cliff Russell, DL Nic
Clemons, DL Greg White, DL Norman
Heer, LB Billy Strother, DB Ryan Clark
DB Michael Hall, WR

Justin Standeford
and W Scott Cloman.

es for SO yards last Monday night
against St. Louis.

ny Morton, slated to start
alongside Eddie Kennison at
wide receiver, has missed virtual-
ly the entire training camp with a
sore Achilles’ tendon. Kennison,
also slowed by injury, made his
first start of the preseason against
the Browns.

Junqueira back in points race

The Associated Press

MONTREAL — After two runner-up finishes in
the season standings, Bruno Junqueira figures it’s
his turn to win a Champ Car title.

On Sunday, he kept his hopes alive with a victory
in the Montreal Molson Indy.

The Brazilian driver, once all but out of the cham-
pionship picture in a season dom-
inated by Newman/Haas Racing
teammate Sebastien Bourdais,
got back into it by staying out of
trouble in the chaotic race. Bour-
dais didn’t.

“This is going to give me and
my team a lot of confidence going into the last four
races of the season,” Junqueira said. “We're going
to work hard and try to catch Sebastien for the cham-
pionship. I think I can.”

With his title hopes on the brink of extinction, Jun-
queira finally had some good luck after a season
filled with misfortunes and disappointments.

The victory, combined with Bourdais’ 15th-place
finish, put some life back into the championship bat-
tle that appeared all but over when Bourdais won
his sixth pole of the year and went into the race Sun-
day with a 58-point lead over Junqueira.

With the sixth victory of his career and first since
last August in Denver, Junqueira sliced that margin
to 34 points with four races remaining.

It appeared to be another good day for Bourdais
when he dominated the early part of the 69-lap race
on the 2.709-mile Circuit Gilles Villeneuve.

The Frenchman built a lead close to 10 seconds
over Junqueira before stopping a second time on lap
41. Bourdais, on cold tires, came out of the pits just
ahead of rookie A.J. Allmendinger and sped up to

Racing

roundup

try to fend off the youngster as they drove into a
sharp right-hand turn. The cars banged together,
breaking Bourdais’ right front suspension and end-
ing his race.

Wheldon leads Andretti team sweep

NAZARETH, Pa. — Dan Wheldon took advantage
of a fiery mishap during a pit stop by leader Sam
Hornish Jr. and extended Honda’s winning streak to
12 races with a record-setting victory Sunday in the
last race at Nazareth Speedway.

Wheldon’s third career victory and third of the
season came in the Firestone Indy 225 — the IRL’s
100th race. It was an emotional victory for car
owner Michael Andretti, a lifelong resident of this
Lehigh Valley village who won the first race at the
track in 1987.

Wheldon beat teammate Tony Kanaan, the IRL
points leader, by 3.5553 seconds. The victory moved
Wheldon within 72 points of Kanaan.

Dario Franchitti, a winner a week earlier at Pikes
Peak International Raceway, made it a top-three
sweep for Andretti Green Racing — the first in IRL
histo

“This is the biggest win in my career as a team
owner for sure,” Andretti said. “And to do it in style,
1-2-3. That’s awesome.”

Hornish was in control when he pitted under cau-
tion on the 146th of 225 laps. But Hornish left before
refueler Chris Seaman disengaged the hose.

Tt split and fuel spewed out as Seaman fell to the
ground. As he lay there flailing his arms to indicate
fire from invisible methanol fuel, team owner Roger
Penske was the first to douse him with water. Sea-
‘man escaped injury because of his fire suit.

Hornish had to come back in one lap later because
the left side of his car was afire.

Closing birdies lift Stadler

The Associated Press

ALOHA, Ore. — Craig Stadler
closed with four straight birdies
in a S-under-par 67 for a one-shot
victory Sunday at the Tradition
and his second major on the
Champions Tour.

Stadler finished at 13-under
275, a stroke ahead of Jerry Pate
(66) and Allen Doyle (71) at Re-
serve Vineyards and Golf Club.

Hometown favorite Peter Ja-
cobsen was one of seven golfers
at 11 under.

Stadler, who started the round
four stokes behind the leaders,
had a difficult third shot from the
rough on the par-5 18th, but hit
his approach within 4 feet of the
pin. He made the birdie putt to
reach 13 under, and headed to the
clubhouse to see if the lead would
hold up against five others one
shot back.

Jacobsen, a Portland native,
missed a 4-foot birdie putt at No.
16 that would have given him the
lead.

Pate eagled the par-5 16th to
take the lead at 14 under, a shot
ahead of Vicente Fernandez, but
fell back with bogeys on the final
two holes.

Austin takes Buick in playoff
CROMWELL, Conn. — Woody

Austin made a

6-foot  birdie
Golf putt on the
first  playoff

roundup hole to beat

Tim Herron
and win the Buick Championship.

Austin shot a 4-under-par 66
and finished 10 under in regula-
tion for his second career victory
and first in 274 events.

Austin had a chance to win the
tournament on the final hole of
regulation, but flew his approach
about 80 feet past the pin and
made a bogey on the 18th.

Herron bounced back from a
double-bogey on the 17th hole by
making a 24-foot birdie putt at
No. 18 to force the playoff.

Ochoa surges past Park

KUTZTOWN, Pa. — Lorena
Ochoa birdied three of the last
four holes to overcome a
five-stroke deficit and win the
Wachovia LPGA Classic.

Ochoa finished with a 65 to
score a 19-under 269 for her sec-
ond career win. She took the lead
for good when third-round leader
Grace Park bogeyed the 15th —
one of three bogeys by Park on
the back nine. Park finished two
strokes behind Ochoa.
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Curacao tops Calif.
for Little League title

BY DAN LEWERENZ
The Associated Press

SOUTH WILLIAMSPORT, Pa.
— Carlos Pineda looked shaky
when he started with three con-
secutive balls and then hit Califor-
nia’s leadoff batter. But he got a
lot better in a hurry.

Pineda struck out 11, and Ju-
rickson Profar hit a two-run
homer as Pabao Little League of
Willemstad, Curacao, took an
early lead and held on for a 5-2
victory over Conejo Valley of
Thousand Oaks, Calif, in the Lit-
tle League World Series champi-
onship on Sunday night.

Curacao coach Michelangelo
Celestina said the early advan-
tage was “very important, be-
cause it was the first time we
were in a final game of the Little
League World Series.”

Teams from Curacao reached
the international final game the
previous three years, but lost
each time to a team from Japan.

California scored both of its
runs in the top of the sixth, and
had runners on first and third
with two outs. James Brady
grounded to first baseman Chris-
topher Garia, who won a race to
the bag for the final out.

It was the first Little League
title for the tiny island in the Neth-
erlands Antilles, and the first for
any team from the Caribbean.

The victory set off wild celebra-
tions in Willemstad. Fireworks ex-
ploded after the last out as island-
ers watched on big-screen televi-
sions. Caravans of cars snaked
through the streets honking horns
on the Caribbean island, while
some revelers took to the slreets
on foot, dancing and p:

Curacao (6-0) never tralled
going up 1-0 in the bottom of the

first on Schoop’s RBI single. Fac-
ing a 1-1 count, Profar homered
to left field — his first home run
of the series — to make it 3-0.

“I did all the things good I want-
ed to do — hitting, defense,” Pro-
far said through an interpreter.

After that, Pineda (2-0) kept his
team out of trouble.

“He was throwing very hard,”
Celestina said. “I think the speed
that he has is unbeatable.”

It was almost a complete col-
lapse for a California team that
many expected to dominate. Cone-
jo Valley committed just two er-
Tors in five games, but had three
errors by the end of the third in-
ning of the title game. On Satur-
day night, California shut out a
Texas team that averaged more
than 10 runs a game.

California’s coaches refused to
come to the postgame news con-
ference.

Curacao broke the game open
in the third on a strange RBI dou-
ble by Quincey van Blarcum.
Cody Thomson slid to make the
play in right field, but the ball
bounced in front of him and over
his body.

Charlton Martis scored easily,
while Willie Rifaela and van Blar-
cum continued around the bases.

The runners appeared to be
jammed when Rifaela held up at
third and van Blarcum was
caught halfway between second
and third. But when Rifaela went
home, the throw to the plate was
off the mark, allowing Rifaela to
score, making it 5-0.

In the consolation game, Lamar
National Little League of Rich-
mond, Texas, beat Linda Vista Lit-
tle League of Guadalupe, Mexico,
5-0. Randal Grichuk’s second hit
of the game for Texas tied the
record for hits in a series with 12.
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Pujols collects 100th RBI,
leads Cardinals to swee

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Albert Pujols turned down a
day off and then joined some elite company.

Pujols hit his 40th home run and reached 100
RBISs for the fourth consecutive season, and the St.
Louis Cardinals completed a three-game sweep of
the Pirates with a 4-0 victory Sunday.

Pujols, who also hit his first triple of the season, be-
came the fourth player to start his major league ca-
reer with four straight seasons with at least 100
RBIs. He joined Hall of Famers Al Simmons, Joe
DiMaggio and Ted Williams as the only players to
accomplish the feat

“It's awesome,” Pujols said. “It's tough to get 100
at this level, but T'm here to do the best I can to win.
I don’t care who they try to compare me to. I just
want to be myself and try to get better every day. It's
about winning. That’s why I'm here. I want to be a
winner and hopefully we’ll get that opportunity this
year.”

Pujols was refreshed after being given Saturday
off. It was just the sixth game he’s missed.

“T felt like yesterday was a good time to do it,” he
said. “My body was telling me I was so tired.”

Cardinals manager Tony La Russa said he consid-
ered resting Pujols on Sunday, too.

“I told him no because I felt strong enough to go
out and play,” Pujols said. “We were facing a tough
lefty and I needed to go out there and try to help us
to win.”

Jason Marquis (13-4) held the Pirates to four hits
in 7Y/3 shutout i innings to win his 10th straight deci-
sion. He hasn’t lost since the Pirates beat him 11-8
on May 26. He walked four and hit a batter as the
Cardinals won their seventh straight game against
the Pirates.

“I was more than pleased,” La Russa said. “It was
a tough matchup against [Oliver] Perez, a hot day,
the end of a road trip. It was an outstanding perfor-
mance.”

Marquls said the heat and humidity didn’t bother

“I felt great,” he said. “I'm feeling real good physi-
cally and my mechanics have been good. Things
have been going pretty well and my team has a lot to
do with that. We've been playmg real good baseball.
T'm just glad to be part of it.”

Ray King got one out in the eighth, and Julian
Tavarez got four outs for his fourth save in St. Louis”
10th shutout.

Perez (9-7) had won three consecutive decisions
and six of eight, but gave up three runs on five hits
in six innings.

St. Louis Cardinals’ Albert Pujols, right, is congratu-
lated by teammate Scott Rolen after his home run in
the eighth inning against the Pirates on Sunday.

“He had a couple of mistake pitches, but he cer-
tainly pitched well enough to win a game,” manager
Lloyd McClendon said.

The Pirates have lost nine of their last 12 — with
seven of the losses to St. Louis. They were 1-7 in con-
secutive weekend series against the Cardinals.

“We have a long way to g0 to get to their level,” Pi-
rates outfielder Rob Mackowiak said.

Pujols’ triple keyed a two-run third inning against
Perez that gave St. Louis a 2-0 lead. With one out,
Roger Cedeno walked and scored when Pujols’
drive rolled to the notch in left-center field, the deep-
est part of PNC Park. Pujols, who reached third
standing, scored when Scott Rolen blooped a single
just beyond shortstop Jack Wilson’s reach.

“He’s going about it the right way,” La Russa said.
;;He just tries to win the game and the numbers just

ap)

The Cardmals added a run in the sixth. Rolen led
off with a walk and scored two outs later when Mike
Matheny’s sinking liner fell for a double, then rolled
away from left fielder Jason Bay.

Pujols hit Brian Meadows’ first pitch of the eighth
over the center-field wall to make it 4-0.

e Cardinals are 18-6 on the road since the
All-Star break.

“There’s a terrific attitude on this team,” La
Russa said. “The guys really push each other. This
club has played at a really high level for a long time
and that's hard to do. You have to dig deep and they
do, every day.”

Federer wins first match in Open
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The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Australian
Open and Wimbledon champion
Roger Federer began his quest
for a third Grand Slam title this
season by defeating former
French Open champion Albert
Costa 7-5, 6-2, 6-4 Monday in the
first round of the U.S. Open.

Playing on an oppressively
humid afternoon at the National
Tennis Center, Federer came into
the Open on a mission. He has
never progressed beyond the
round of 16 in four previous ap-
pearances in the season’s final
Grand Slam.

But now he is seeded No. 1, the
pre-tournament favorite, and he
played an efficient first-round
match against Costa, who is more
at home on clay than the hard
courts of the Open.

Federer took 2 hours, 4 min-
utes to beat Costa, who had split
four previous matches with the
top seed.

“I lost the last two times I

played him, once on clay, once on
hard,” Federer said. “He knows
how to beat me.”

Not on Monday. Blasting serves
as fast as 129 mph, Federer deliv-
ered 11 aces to one for Costa and

third-seeded Carlos
Moya got an early scare from
wild-card entry Brian Baker,
dropping the first set before re-
covering to defeat the 19-year-old
6-7 (8-6), 6-4, 6-4, 6-2.

Equipped with the highest
Grand Slam ranking of his ca-
reer, Moya came into the Open
off a strong season. He reached
the quarterfinals at Cincinnati
and at the Olympics, losing to the
eventual champion both times. So
Baker, making just his second ap-
pearance in this event, seemed to
be an easy first-round draw.

But the teenager got an early
lead in the opening set and then
won the tiebreak, even after los-
ing a lead.

After that, however, Moya es-

tablished control. He ripped 24
aces and 66 winners in the match
that stretched 3 hours, 7 minutes.

Second-seeded Amelie Maures-
mo defeated American Marissa
Irvin 6-4, 6-2 in the opening
match of the tournament.

Mauresmo ~ waited out a
20-minute rain delay at the start
and then wore down Irvin method-
ically. She hit 18 winners and had
seven aces, six in the second set.

A semifinalist or better in eight
of 12 tour events this year, includ-
ing Wimbledon, Mauresmo over-
came four double faults and won
77 percent of her first-serve
points. She converted all four of
her break-point opportunities and
finished the match in 1 hour, 13
minutes.

In other early matches, former
‘Wimbledon champion Conchita
Martinez lost to No. 31 seed
Maria Vento-Kabchi 0-6, 6-2, 6-3,
and Ai Sugiyama, seeded No. 12,
took advantage of 38 unforced er-
rors and defeated Teryn Ashley
7-5,6-2.
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was Bonds’ second homer of the game
ished 4-for-5 with six RBIs as the Giants

beat Atlanta 9-5, tying San Diego and Chicago for the wild-card lead.

PAGE 31

Bombs away, Barry!

Bonds reaches 696 with two mammoth home runs;
(iants beat Braves to gain share of wild-card lead

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Barry Bonds is
counting home runs, not the dis-
tance they travel.

“Who cares where it goes,” he
said. “As long as they go over the

yellow line.”
Bonds hit two mammoth
two-run homers — giving him

696 in his career — and went
4-for-5 with six RBIs Sunday
night, leading the San Francisco
Giants to a 9-5 victory over the At-
lanta Braves.

The home runs that flew an esti-
mated 929 feet were the second
and third longest in Turner Field
history. Bonds added a two-run
single in the sixth inning to help
end Atlanta’s season-best,
six-game winning streak.

Bonds had a chance for his first
five-hit game in the eighth, but
rookie right-hander Roman Colon
struck him out with a sinker.

“I was tired,” Bonds, smiling,
said during a 10-minute session
with reporters. “I saw eight base-

s

He was not surprised that the
Braves ignored a common trend
and pitched to him.

“They’re going to win their divi-
sion so there’s no need to walk
me,” said Bonds, who has drawn
183 walks, 93 of them intentional.

“I don’t believe they were try-
ing to groove it, but they were
pitching to him,” San Francisco
manager Felipe Alou said.

As Bonds trotted around the
bases after ripping his first
homer, a belt-high fastball from
Russ Ortiz (13-7) that flew 467
feet into the right field stands in
the third inning, the partisan At-
lanta fans stood and cheered.
When he trotted out to left field
after giving the Giants a 2-0 lead,

N I_ Roundup

fans seated there gave him anoth-
er standing ovation.

The blast, the second longest
ever at the stadium that opened in
1997, scored J.T. Snow, who had
singled. The homer was bested
only by Sammy Sosa’s 471-foot
shot on Sept. 1, 2001.

Bonds hit his 38th in his next
at-bat in the fifth, also after a sin-
gle by Snow, who had three of San
Francisco’s 14 hits.

Bonds drilled an 88 mph fast-
ball from Ortiz into the same
area, This one went 462 feet, gave
the Giants a 5-2 lead, and pro-
duced another standing ovation.

“We wanted to pitch to him in
those situations. But, certainly we
wanted to make better pitches,”
Atlanta manager Bobby Cox said.

It was the fourth multihomer
game of the season for Bonds and
the 68th of his career, breaking a
tie with Mark McGwire and plac-
ing him second only to Babe
Ruth’s 72. Bonds has four career
three-homer games.

The Braves lead the NL East by
812 games over Florida.

The Giants trail Los Angeles by
five games in the NL West but are
one percentage point behind Chi-
cago and San Diego in the wild
card race.

Astros 10, Cubs 3: Jeff Bag-
well capped a big weekend with
three hits and Lance Berkman
homered as Houston climbed
back into the NL wild-card race
by taking three of four at Chicago.
The Astros, who have won 11 of
14, trail wild-card leaders Chica-
go, San Diego and San Francisco

by four games heading into the
last month of the season.

Carlos Hernandez (1-1) earned
his first major league victory
since Sept. 7, 2002. Bagwell was
10-for-18 with seven RBIs in the
series.

Marlins 8, Rockies 4: A.J. Bur-
nett (5-6) struck out a
team-record 14 in eight innings
and Miguel Cabrera and Mike

well homered to help host Flori-
da complete a three-game sweep
and move within four games of
the wild-card lead.

Shawn Estes (13-6) allowed
eight runs in five innings for the
Rockies, who have lost seven
slraight and 12 of 14.

Phi , Brewers 0: Cory
Lidle (8 12) humered and threw a
four-hitter for his second shutout
of the season as the host Phillies
extended Milwaukee’s losing
streak to 11.

Marlon Byrd hit a grand slam
for Philadelphia, which has just
six victories in its last 16 games,
all against the Brewers.

Dodgers Mets 2: Robin
Ventura hit hns 17th grand slam,
tying Jimmie Foxx and Ted Will’
iams for fourth place on the ca-
reer list. Kazuhisa Ishii (13-6)
beat Kris Benson (10-11) as visit-
ing Los Angeles maintained a
five-game lead in the NL West.

Padres 11, Expos 3: David
Wells (9-7) won his seventh con-
secutive road decision and helped
himself with an RBI single. Ryan
Klesko and Khalil Greene each
hit two-run homers for visiting
San Diego.

Reds 6, Diamondbacks 2:
Edgar Gonzalez held Cincinnati
hitless through six innings, only
to have Adam Dunn’s 39th homer
trigger a rally that carried the
Reds past visiting Arizona.

Rampaging Red Sox have Yankees in their sights

The Associated Press

BOSTON — The Boston Red
Sox are brimming with confi-
dence and gaining ground on the
New York Yankees in the AL
East.

“I think we can beat any team
right now,” outfielder Johnny
Damon said after the Red Sox
beat Detroit 6-1 on Sunday for
their sixth straight victory. “Our
team is rising up.”

It sure is — and fast. The Red
Sox, a season-high 102 games be-
hind the first-place Yankees just
two weeks ago, have cut the defi-
cit to 4%, games, the closest
they’ve been to first since June
23. New York lost 6-4 at Toronto.

“We've all known the whole
year that we can do this,” Mark
Bellhorn said. “You want to get
hot in the end.”

Tim Wakefield (11-7) allowed
three hits in eight innings to help
Boston win its 11th in 12 games.

New York’s Alex Rodriguez,
who went 4-for-4 with a homer
and a walk in the Yankees’ loss,
still isn’t worried about Boston.

“They are playing extremely
well, but we're in the driver’s
seat,” Rodriguez said. “This game
is about runs and they are in the
best run of the year.”

The Red Sox ended a stretch of
26 games — 23 against teams
below .500 at the time of the game
— in which they won 20. Next up
are consecutive three-game
home series against Anaheim and
Texas, their closest pursuers in
the AL wild-card race.

“On Tuesday night, you get a
chance to set the tempo for the
rest of the series,” said Curt
Schilling, who starts the opener
against the Angels.

Wakefield gave up Nook Lo-
gan’s double in the third, Craig
Monroe’s 10th homer in the fifth
and Logan’s single in the eighth.

The Red Sox scored four runs
in the fifth off Wilfredo Ledezma
(3-2) and two in the seventh on

Bellhorn's 14th homer against
Craig Dingman.

The Red Sox outscored the Ti-
gers 20-6 and outhit them 42-22.

“Coming here or anywhere
else, when you score that many
runs in four games, you're going
to lose,” Detroit manager Alan
Trammell said.

Blue Jays 6, Yankees 4: Carlos
Delgado homered in a five-run
seventh and the Blue Jays ended
a five-game losing skid after a
power outage delayed the start
for about an hour.

Miguel Batista (10-10) allowed
two runs and seven hits in seven
innings to win for the first time
since July 23, a span of seven
starts. Jason Frasor gave up a
solo homer to pinch-hitter Jorge
Posada in the ninth before finish-
ing for his 17th save.

With approximately 11,000
fans in the stands an hour before
the game, SkyDome went black
for a few minutes before the emer-
gency lights came on. A spokes-
man for Hydro One, an Ontario
power company, said a raccoon

might have caused an insulator to
blow at a nearby power station.

Mike Mussina (9-8) remained
winless in four starts since com-
ing back from an elbow injury
that sidelined him for nearly six
weeks. He gave up five runs and
five hits in 6'/3 innings.

Athletics 9, Devil Rays 6: Billy
McMillon hit a three-run homer
in the bottom of the ninth and the
A’s completed a three-game
sweep of the Devil Rays to finish
7-0 on a homestand for the first
time in 12 years.

Mark Mulder was in position to
become the majors’ first 18-game
winner until Octavio Dotel (4-1)
gave up consecutive homers to
Aubrey Huff and Jose Cruz with
two outs in the ninth, tying it 6-6.

Angels 4, Twins 2: Adam
Kennedy hit a two-run homer off
Juan Rincon (10-6) in the bottom
of the ninth to win it.

Jose Guillen doubled home the
tying run in the sixth for his 100th
RBI and Troy Glaus went 0-for-2
with two walks in his first game
back after being sidelined for

more than 3'2 months with a
shoulder injury.

Orioles 7, Rangers 6: Melvin
Mora drove in four runs and the
visiting Orioles snapped a sea-
son-high 12-game losing streak,
their longest since dropping the
final 12 games of the 2002 season.

Sidney Ponson (9-13) allowed
five runs and 12 hits — 11 of them
singles — in seven innings, but
won for the sixth time in his last
seven decisions.

Indians 9, White Sox 0: At
Cleveland, Scott Elarton (3-3)
pitched a two-hitter for his first
career shutout and Casey Blake
hit two of the Indians’ four hom-
ers and drove in four runs.

Travis Hafner and Ronnie Bel-
liard also connected for Cleve-
land in the fastest game in Jacobs
Field history, 1 hour, 56 minutes.

Mariners 5, Royals 4: At Seat-
tle, Ichiro Suzuki went 3-for-4
with a homer and scored three
runs. Suzuki, chasing George
Sisler’s big league season record
of 257 hits in 1920, has

Ron Villone (5-4) pltched three
scoreless innings to win it.
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Broncos expect RB Anderson
to miss significant time
with groin injury, Page 28

Classic Greek drama

All photos AP
except Mia Hamm, KRT

American gold medalists,
from left, Mia Hamm,
Andre Ward, Michael
Phelps, Paul Hamm and
Lisa Leslie. U.S. athletes
captured 103 medals
overall, 35 of them gold.

10TO ILLUSTRATION BY
MORGAN LOOSLI St g Stripes

U.S. athletes found triumph, heartbreak in Athens

BY LARRY MCSHANE

The Associated Press

ATHENS, Greece
ittle things meant a lot in Athens: a tear from Mia
Hamm’s eye, or a smile across Jennie Finch’s
mouth, was as good as gold.

A pair of abandoned wrestling shoes, size 13,
signaled goodbye for Rulon Gardner. A track baton, about
a foot long, turned to kryptonite as the U.S. women’s
400-meter relay team fumbled the last medal hopes of Syd-
ney superwoman Marion Jones.

These snapshots make up the blgger picture in Athens:
17 days of emotion and excitement in the birthplace of the
Games, 108 years after the first modern Olympiad in the
same Mediterranean city.

Athletes followed the ancient footsteps of a doomed dis-
tance runner from Marathon, or collected medals in are-
nas long reserved for Olympic ghosts.

The Americans embraced the history and made a little
themselves: They broke the 100-medal mark to eclipse
their team goal. With 103 medals (35 gold, 39 silver, 29
bronze), they topped the Athens medal chart and enjoyed
their largest haul since Barcelona’s 108 in 1992.

But they left Greece with more than just a cache of pre-
cious metals.

“It's not about the medal,” said soccer star Mia Hamm,
a two-time gold medalist making her third Olympic trek.
“I’s about the journey.”

For the U.S. team, the journey began once Michael
Phelps plunged into the Olympic pool. When he finally tow-
eled off for the last time, the 19-year-old had a
record-tying eight medals — six gold, two bronze in the
first eight days of the Games.

The classy youth demonstrated grace beyond his years
by surrendering his spot in the 400-meter medley relay
final to his teammate and top rival, an Crocker.

Even Mark Spitz, whose record seven golds in a single
games survived Phelps’ onslaught, never turned that trick.
Crocker won, too, as the U.S. swimmers ruled the Olympic
pool, winning 12 golds and 28 medals.

Phelps led a bright new ion of U.S. O

Foudy retired after winning their golds in an overtime
thriller. Dawn Staley, Lisa Leslie and Sheryl Swoopes won
their third straight basketball gold; Staley won't be back,
either.

Gardner, who settled for a bronze after nearly dying two
years ago after a snowmobile accident, provided an unfor-
gettable tableau: tears streaming down the face of the
super heavyweight as he deposited his shoes in the middle
of the mat and walked away from his sport for good.

Yes, there is crying in wrestling. Or there is if you're
Rulon Gardner. But that’s the way things went in Athens.

Not even Nostradamus, in his most outrageous quatrain,
could have predicted such drama and delight. The Games
were preceded by massive cost overruns, blown construc-
tion deadlines and dire predictions. This would be “Fear
and Loathing in Athens,” with the specter of terrorists sup-
plying the ﬁrsl and the Americans targeted for the latter.

But it never came to pass, and the U.S. teams even
turned the occasmnal relatively mild anti-American out-

softball pitcher Finch and sprinter Justin Gatlin, soccer’s
Heather O'Reilly and hoopster Diana Taurasi, boxer
Andre Ward and gymnast Carly Patterson — gold medal
winners all.

The old guard, some ending long Olympic journeys, left
their successors a legacy. Hamm, Joy Fawcett and Julie

burst into

“The audience — there was a love-hate relationship,” ex-
plained 100-meter gold medalist Gatlin, who also took
home a silver and a bronze. “Every time I stepped out on
the line, I had chills. It was electrifying.”

SEE DRAMA ON PAGE 24

A look back in pictures at the most memorable Olympic moments Pages 22 and 23

Bonds closes in on 700th home run with two titanic blasts res:



